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rilEFACE. 


Many Enj^lish lady friends of mine in England, who evinced thcii 
83Tnpathy in the welfare of Hindoo ladies, suggested me to publish i 
book containing an account of my journey' to Europe, in accordance 
therefore, to their wish, soon after my return from England, I pub- 
lished a Telugu letter, the translation of which will be seen in th( 
foregoing pages. The letter in question was the forerunner of this 
work, as it were. 

I beg to be excused for bringing out this work rather lute in con- 
sequence of the many impediments that usually present themselves to 
one that has not attempted to be an author ; I also trust that tho read- 
ers of this little volume wdll pardon any errors or shoi't-comiiigs ii 
the description of places and people, if there bo any, us 1 have only 
pourtrayed what my senses have thought and my eyes witnessed. 

Though this work is specially intended for native ladies, yet, as the 
majority of them are making grout progress in the study of the 
English language, I ixm hopeful that, in tho course of a few ycarsj 
they will easily grasp tho ideas therein contained, though thej 
might not care to venture across tho blue waters. 

I fool much obliged ' to my fiiends for having given me a few 
English extracts to go in this book to make it complete and readable, 
In due cOui’se tho origihal, with a Teliigu translation of Englisli 
passages quoted in this book, shall be published, when there is a 
pretty good demand and not before. Such demand will enable me 
to form an idea that this volume is countenanced by that class ol 
Hindoos who have not learnt tho English language. In order to 
meet tho printing and other expenses, I have priced the book as 
low as possible, and let not, therefore, mj^ readers imagine that this 
work has been published with a view to gain, 

Totuim Janacimmau Eacaviah. 

BkOMI’TON HoMK, IViMOUK, ) 




DEDICATION. 


To 



Madam, — The warm interest your ladyship has ever shown in the 
welfare of Hindoo women, and the continual efforts made by yo\ir 
ladyship to raise their social and intellectual position, has prompted 
mo to dedicate this little and, I fear, imperfect work of mine, to your 
ladyship, trusting that it will inspire your ladyship with fresh zeal 
in the noble cause in which you arc labouring, and in which you have 
seen, through God's blessing, so many joyful results. 

To your ladyship therefore I, with feelings of thankfulness and 
pride, dedicate this labor of my hands, sincerely hoping that it will 
meet with a favourable reception, and also, that it will accomplish the 
end for which it has been intended. 

I am sensible of its many defects, both of omission and commission, 
but trusting to your ladyship’s generous forbearance, I have no 
hesitation in laying this little volume before your ladyship, resting 
perfectly assured that you will allow its faults to bo submerged in the 
abyss of forgetfulness, and will not fail to extol its w^orthy portions 
far beyond their due meed. Once more, w^hile thanking your lady- 
ship for the admirable spirit of devotion your ladyship displays in the 
cause of the Hindoo women of this Presidency, 1 invoke the blessing 
of Heaven upon your head. 

Believe me. 

Madam, 

Your most devoted servant, 
PoxuvM Jaxacummau Bagayiau# 

Bkomptox Ho3ce, Egmoke, ) 

Madras, Octokr 1875, ) 
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CHATTEE I. 


ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF A HINDOO LADY’s LETTER "WRITTEN 

IN TEL"UGU. 

fF, •om the '' Sriandraihashasunjivmi." J 
Sir, — Tliero does not appear to be any record that our 
Hindoo people have at any time been in the habit of build- 
ing ships and travelling to other countries, making them- 
selves acquainted with their peculiarities, or forming suit- 
able national alliances. Besides this, our people have laid 
it down that Hindoos must not cross the seas to visit other 

coimtries, I know not what good results have accimed to 
our ancestors from this restriction, but I think it is plain 
that in the present time it only results in endless evils. It 
is owing to such restrictions as these that up to this timo 
our people have not attained to a higher state of civilization. 

Some Hindoo merchants are accustomed to ship goods and 
trade with them at the neighbouring seap-port towns, but 
they do not, like the people of other countries, build largo 
ships and venture on commerce with foreign nations. If 
our people esteem the restriction quoted above and con- 
sider timidity a "virtuej when will they acquire that which 
is really suitable ? When will they attain to an improved 
condition ? Alas ! Why do not our people relinquish such 
ignorant ideas ? At the present time a few sensible Hindoos. 
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for tlie good of their country, occasionally travel to England 
— the native country of those English people -rrho have pos- 
sessed themselves of nearly the whole of India, and who 
honestly and carefully govern the country, so that our lives 
and our property may ho safe. Some Hindoos fear to go 
lest they should break their casto, or on accoimt of the dis- 
comfort attending a sea voyage. Others again givo up tho 

idea of the voyage from fear that the sea itself, enraged 
lest the presumption of those who dare to cross its waters, 
should swallow them up, ships and all, and make a meal of 
them. When I wont to England by tho way of the Western 
Sea on a steamer with necessary attendants, and after 
having made fitting preparations, neither during the voy- 
age nor after my andval in England did it prove needful to 
violate Hindoo rites and ceremonies. In the second place, 
it is wrong to assert that there is discomfort on board-ship. 
There is no discomfort whatever on board the steamers 
used by the English. Tho cabins are like King’s palaces, 
handsomely carpeted and furnished with ornamental and 
curious crystal lamps, couches and seats, with everything 
that the lordly residents of great cities enjoy every day, 
and they are also supplied with all kinds of fruits. Only 
those, probably, who have never seen the interior of a 


steamer, will venture to say that they are uncomfortable. 
Those who have seen them cannot possibly say so. Even 
those who desire discomfort would not be able to get it. 
Good travellers who go on these steamers may comfortably 
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visit all countries, and return to their homes without their 
bilious sj'stem having been upset (lit . — without the butter- 
nulk in their stomachs having been shaken.) If there were 
euch a thing as discomfort, would Englishmen send for 

their wives to come out to India on board the steamers ? 
The ladies themselves would not come. In the third place, 
as long as he has life a man need not fear whether he is on 
sea or on land- It is time enough to be afraid when 
cause for fear draws near. Each one must decide this ques- 
tion for himself according to his sense and moral courage 
— there is no use in my writing about it. 

When my parents, brothers, sisters and relations heard 
the news of mv determination to visit Entrland with mv 


aU 


peculiar 


Notwithstanding 


all these appeals, I saw no reason for relinquishing my 

% 

strong desire to visit England. When at last I was start- 
ing, owing to their affection for me, tears came into their 
eyes, and so deeply grieved were they, that they even loft 
off eating and drinking and began to weep bitterly. Surely 
this sympathy illustrates the difference between men and 
beasts. If only some Hindoo females had previously visited 
England, my friends would not have grieved so much. 
The non-existence of such a custom was the cause of their 


grief. Though all my friends thus opposed it, I would not 
abandon my determination to take this trip to England. 
I went to that country— saw all its curiosities, and by the 
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favor of God who preserves and governs tlie universe, I 
returned safely with my dependants to my own coimtiy. 
From the moment I returned, all my friends who formerly 
opposed my going rejoiced exceedingly when they heard 
me tell of the wonders of England. Ila ! what wonders 
time works. The condition of England, the beauty of tho 

streets, the colleges, the shipping, the manufactures, tho 
perfection of the science of Music, — the arsenals, female 
education, the unity of the people, tho piety, the Govern- 
ment, the respectability of the people, these and many 
other wonders have I seen, and amazing joy fills my mind 
when I reflect upon them. For this reason I consider that 
England is the most glorious country in tho world. It may 
be called “ Fairyland.” Tho coimtry is made beautiful to 
behold, by the abundance of green grass and tho trees 

laden with fruits and flowers. The wind blows very cold, 
but it is very healthy. The vegetables, &c., are delicious, 

Tho water is sweet, everything that can be had in this 
country can also be obtained in England. I can testify 
from my own experience that England is a very healthy 
country for Hindoos. From the time India became subject 
to tho English, they have shown us much kindness, and 
are endeavouring yet further to befriend us by means of 
railways and other appliances. They have extended com- 
merce, and are bringing tho country into a better condition. 
Of what other age can it be recorded that we might leave 

Madras after an early meal on Sunday, and bathe at Alla- 
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habad on the following Tuesday. There are many wonders 
like this. In a short time I propose publishing a book by 
which all these matters of interest may be known by every 
one, let that pass, as I said before, the English are confer- 
ring those benefits upon our people which they need, but the 
Hindoos do not visit England even to show their gratitude 
for them. -Are not thousands of English people always 
coming to India either to conduct the Government or to see 
the coimtry ? Is it right to say on this account that they 
have no patriotism and are regardless of their own relative ? 
It is very strange that if any one ventures to innovate, 
he is sure to be censured, but after a time those w'ho blame 
him often adopt his innovations, enjoy them and praiso 

them. In the future, Hindoos who desire to see England 
will be able to go to and fro between India and that country 

without fear of offending prejudice, of incurring discomfort, 
or of being swallowed up by the sea. If some do this the 

custom will before long become common enough. I ad- 
dress myself to those who desire to trade extensively — to 
those who wish to rise in the world, through their know- 
ledge of foreign languages: — to the rich and not to the poor, 
and to those engaged in sacred pursuits. There is one other 
thing I would mention. Please listen. It is about English- 
women, they can talk when occasion offers on scientific 
subjects, and on those topics calcidated to promote the best 
interests of humanity — but they rarely hold vain and non- 
sensical conversation. The mutual affection of husbands 
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and wives is very groat. Married life in England is like 
the mixture of milk and water. The men do not look down 
upon women, but regard them as their equals in all things, 
sharing with them all suitable pleasures. The women 
use the money earned by the men for the use of the family, 
and so contrive that the husbands may not feel the want of 
any thing, and so arrange as to afford no cause for family 
dispute. Consequently the men are free from numerous 
domestic troubles. The parents teach their childi'en to dis- 
tinguish between right and wi’ong from their earliest infan- 
cy, and prevent them from acquiring a knowledge of abu- 


sive language. 


he European Kings 1 
countries. &c.. imder 


Queen Victoria by means of the telegraph, and inform each 
other of their own house history (or domestic welfare.) It 
is no use talking much. The intelligence of the exj)ected 
famine in Bengal caused great sorrow to all. IIow can I 
describe the sympathy of the English, especially where life 
and death are concerned. I pray God that the same good 
qualities may soon bo seen amongst Iliudoos, and that our 
nation also may become fruitful in good works. Six’, I 
shall bo glad if you will correct this letter, and publish it 
in youi- newspaper. 


PoXlIUil jANACUililAII. 
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THE REVIEW, BY THE “ ATHEXiEUM AXD DAILY NEWS*' 

OF MADRAS. 

It is matter of no little surprise that a Hindoo lady 
should have written such a sensible letter as that which 
appears in our columns of to-day (April 15, 1874,) and 
what is still more surprising is, that, with the generosity of 
a truly liberal mind, she should have so overcome her na- 
tional prejudices as to give to other women loss privileged 
than herself, the story of her voyage to, and her sojourn 
in England ; and though this letter is but a whisper of 
what she has yet to communicate, it is calculated to excite 
the development of that reputed feminine characteristic — 
curiosity — an agent which may be as potent for good as it 
is for evil. A Hindoo lady teUs the story of what she saw 
in that most glorious of all lands — England — and some of 
those who listen to her desci'iptions of what she there be- 
held, may be induced to brave the perils of the deep and 
the inconvenience of a sea voyage in order that they may 

judge for themselves. What we most admire in the writer, is 
her noble fearlessness and the zeal she shows that her own 
country may throw Off its foolish timidity in the pursuits 
of the arts and sciences as known to other countries* She 
is quite right in ascribing to the stay-at-home propensities 

of the Hindoo, the blame of the stagnation in their nation- 

% 

al civilization. He who nothing ventures, nothing has. 
They who travel much, enrich their own minds and the 
fiterature of their country with the results of their own 
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cxpcricnco. Travel, as a rule, widens one’s sympathies, 
and, generally speaking, in private individuals, rubs off 
those rough edges which are so unpleasant in those whoso 
whole life has been spent in one small corner of the world. 
This visit to England has opened this lady’s eyes to the 
faults of her own country, and probably for the first time 
in her life,, she realizes how far behind in the march of 

4 

civilization is her own beloved country. There is some- 
thing charming in' her simply expressed surprise that it 
should be so, though we cannot endorse her sentiments 
regarding the utter impossibility of discomfort attending 
a sea voyage, unless, indeed, in the case of those who 
love the sea, go without incumbrances and never suffer 
from that horror of hon’ors — sea-sickness. With these 
exceptions, discomfort »wy be difficult to be obtained, 
though we fancy most people get enough of that ingredient 
of every-day life without seeking it or wishing for it. At 
the same time it is simply delightful to hear a Hindoo lady- 
thus making light of what many Englishwomen, brave as 
they are, consider real inconveniences, and we think many 
of her countrymen woidd do well if they learn from this 
unassuming letter-writer to run somewhat out of the ordi- 

naiy groove. If England is worth the seeing, it is also 
worth an effort and the endurance of some temporary in- 
convenience if needs be, to see it, and we cordially sympa- 
thize with the lady who is shocked at the indifference of 

her countrymen (many amongst whom are really intelligent 
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men) to tlioso •wonderful lands beyond tbo sea of whicli 
she bas formed such a favourable opinion as to liken ono 
of them to “ Fairy land nor is she far -wi’ong, if des- 
cribing certain seasons of oui- English year in the country. 
It is then “ Fairy land,” and the simple remembrance 
of them brings back to us in this far-off counti-y the sweet 
perfume- of violets, primroses and May blossoms — the 
M'calth of apple blossoms above and below, scents and 
sights so sweet and beautiful that their very mention 

makes those who love them long to be there— to say 
nothing of the timely summer and autumn seasons which 
the poorest can enjoy in a country home in England. We 
do not think with her, that if there were any discomforts 
to be endured on board a steamer, English gentlemen 
would not send for their wives, or that English ladies 
would not consent to endure those discomforts. There are 
two noble traits which, wo think, aU true Britons possess 
in a marked degree, and which are the badge of most 
Northern nations, the characteristics of undaunted deter- 
mination and physical endurance, and Englishwomen too, 
for the matter of that, would encounter all kinds of diffl- 
cujties and dangers to accomplish any one design on 
which they have set their hearts. Fond of ease and com- 
fort, as they undoubtedly are, they are equally fond of 
adventure and excitement, and there are few true Britons 
who would not, at a moment’s notice, quit their homes, 

leave all they prize, and all the luxuries their own iudus- 

2 
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try and enterpvize may havo gatliorod round thorn, to risk, 
even life itself at the behest of duty. It is the possession 
of these characteristics which has made them the conquer- 
ors of other nations, and it seems to us that it is these 
traits that the Hindoos, as a nation, appear to want. Our 
lady letter-writer evidently sees that they are timid and 

I 

fearful of being inconvenienced, too fond of going on, day 
after day, year after year, and age after age, in the same 
beaten track of thought and life, ahd all because they have 
not seen what she has seen, the progress of other nations. 
She sees how far they are behind in the march of civiliza- 
tion, and woman though she is, would stir up their sleep- 
ing energies and induce them to overcome their childish 
fear by the simple record of how a woman went where few 
of them dare go, and how she has returned to her native 
land, better and brighter and happier than she went. 
Such a record, as this, read to apathetic natives, by, per- 
haps, it may be apathetic readers, cannot, we think, fail in 

its simple object to arouse native curiosity and native 

% 

interest in the progress of other lands, with a view to the 
ultimate mental improvement of the Hindoo nations. The 
beauty of this lady’s letter consists in the fact that it was 
written not to attract European criticism, but for the bene- 
fit of her own counti’y women, for which object it was origi- 
nally published in a native paper. The letter itself. is 
written in unimpeachable Telugu — and we hope the writer 

may be rewarded by finding some at least among her road- 
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Cl’S ^liose interests anil curiosity may be excited to some 
good end. Moreover, the comforts and the luxuries of 
English life, the beauties of Eui’opean scenery, occupy 
quite a secondary place in her consideration ; all these 

appreciated as they undoubtedly were, seem almost lost 
sight of in her admii-ation of our arsenals, dockyards, 
shipping and manufactories. Why cannot her people do 
the same ? This is the pervading tone of her letter — and 
her conclusions respecting India’s national shortcomings 
are sensible and logical. The Hindoo is too timorous to 
cross the ocean and see the deeds of other nations, and too 
idle to exert himself to imitate those arts, which the more 
enterprising European has brought into the very heart of 
his counti’y. He is so wanting in emulation that he cares 
not that the European has all the honour and credit of 
every invention and of every improvement, social or othor- 
-wise. Where are the “ Geokge Stepuensoks,” and the 
“ Livinostones” of India? How is it that natives ever 
originate expeditions into other countries from the pure 
love of science? We never hear of a native “Mendels- 
sohn,” and are never called*to gaze with admiration on the 
works of a Hindoo “ Landsebb.” It is indeed wonderful 
that with the facilities now afforded to travellers, so few 
natives should avail themselves of them. Motives of curi- 
osity alone, we should have thought, would have induced 

them to overcome the prejudices of ages, and we quite 

% 

agree with the writer of this letter that until they do, as 
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individuals, and as a nation, take some interest in the state 
of other" countries, and leave their own countiy for a time 
to acq[uire a knowledge of, and an insight into, the customs, 
manners and achievements of those lands, there is little 
prospect of any great improvement in civilization being 
accomplished. The last point we would notice is, that the 
letter is written in Telugu. It would be well if many 
natives possessing a good knowledge of their mother 
tongue, and but a slight acquaintance with English, would 
do the same. And then if they wrote things worth reading, 
their productions, like this lady’s, would find translators. 


CHAPTER 1 1. 


ova DBPARTUJRE — MY FLOATING HOME — THE SALOON — TUB 
BATH-ROOMS — ENGLISH COURTESY — THE SHIP SERVANTS 

OUR MEALS — AMUSEMENTS ON BOARD — SUNDAY SERVICE 

GALLB — THE DEATH BELL — FUNERAL AT SEA — THE 

BURIAL SERVICE — ROUGH WEATUER-^A VESSEL IN SIGHT 

THE COMPASS — “LAND! LAND !” — ADEN — “WATER 

ducks” A FALSE ALARM — DEPARTURE FOR SUEZ — IN 

THE RED SEA — SUEZ — THE DOCKS — THE CANAL — AGROUND 
— THE DESERT — PORT SAID — ALEXANDRIA — THE VICEROY 

OF Egypt’s arrival — change of steamers — cheated 

BY A DRAGOMAN — POMPEY’s PILLAR, CLEOPATRa’s NEEDLES 
AND THE CATACOMBS — TUB RIVER NILE — LIVINGSTONE 
AND STANLEY — MALTA — ASHORE — SICUT-SEEINC — GIB- 
RALTAR — “IN THE BAY OF BISCAY OH !”— THE ISLE OF 
WIGHT — LANDED SAFE AT SOUTHAMPTON — MY FIRST IM- 
PRESSIONS OF ENGLAND — HOTELS AND HOTEL SERVANTS— 
WATERLOO STATION. 

The firing of thrco guns announcing tlic arrival of tlio 
mail steamer Australia from Calcutta, bound to Soutb- 
ampton, via the Suez Canal, commanded by Captain 
Murray, on the moiming of the 20th July, 18/3, at day- 
break, caused us to hurriedly prepare ourselves for tbo 
journey across Cala^anee. Wo took leave of our relatious 
and Mends, and received their blessings that “ God may bo 
kind to you, and bring you back safe to this land,” wlikli 
i« dearest to us by birth. Wo got into the masuliiL boat^ 
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which 'vras to take us from the shore to the steamer, accom- 
panied by our nearest and dearest relations and friends. 
These were manned by a dozen sinewy fishermen, who rowed 
us safely to the steamer, cheering us with their lullaby, 
Eh ! lah a lo Bami Eh ! lah !! h UP' which is their 

habit, apparently, as a preventative against fatigue. "We 
were half buried in sorrow, thinking upon the many priva- 
tions attendant on so long a voyage, for those who have to 

4 

see nothing but a broad expanse of water all around for 
thirty days or more. 

All of us ascended with great care the accommodation 
ladder, and gained admission into our aquatic home through 
the gangway, from whence we were conducted to our 
cabin, where we saw our trunks and other things placed 
safe. AVo, the feminine element, were then escorted 
by the sterner sex, around the different parts of the 
ship, worth inspecting, viz., the saloon, cabin, hath rooms, 
pantry, scullery, cook room, bakery and the deck, in order to 
impress upon our minds that every comfort is provided 
both for natives and Europeans ; and in time of sickness, the 
ship doctor attends upon jpassengers, and renders his aid 
to restore the sick ones to their former health. 

The magnificence of the steamer and its many admira- 
bly devised comforts wrought a great change in our minds, 
by abating horrors of a sea-voyago, and I compare this 

change of mind and feelings to a weatherglass, that would 
% 

stand at blood heat when it was lying exposed in the open 
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sunsliiiio, aud instantly fall to freezing degree wlien taken 
into an ico-collar. 

As tlie time drew nigli for our friends to take leave of 
ns, they became once more gloomy at the parting signal, 
and ere the vessel steamed awaj^ tliey, with melancholy 
appearance aud in sobbing tones, bade us a liearty adieu by 
way of kissing and embracing. Now wo wore left to rumi- 
nate and reflect upon what was to come. 

Our vessel got under weigh at about 1 p. ir., and at tho 
given signal, we steamed on our course towards Galle, while 
dear Madras and its buildings were gradually receding. 
As the sun disappeared, darkness and night prevailed all 
around, when lights were lit in our steamer home, which 
looked both grand and new to mo. 

The banqueting hall (saloon) was no less so: Tho 
greatest comforts experienced on land could all be got here. 

The bath rooms are fitted with marble tubs, and the deck 
beautifully carpeted, and those who wish to indulge in the 

luxury of a bath can scarcely but admire the arrangements. 

Suffice it to say, that whosoever wishes to have a cold bath 
can obtain it by filling tho tub, and by unscrewing the tap 

affixed to it ; those who are accustomed to have a warm 
water bath can enjoy the same by a similar process ; while 
another who is anxious to have a shower bath can enjoy 
the pleasure to his heart’s content by pulling a string 
hanging just over tho head, when it showers in a very 
pleasingly and profuse manner. This is most certainly 
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mucli better and easier process than the cliemloo system of 
pouring water on the head. Every requisite thing 
required in a bath room, such as soap, towel, brushes, &c., 


abundantly 


mistaken 


friendless 


Western 


Dorado, but it came to pass quite in a contrai*y way, inas- 


uch as that all 


and also 


all the 


ever-ready doctor. Why this idea occurred to me was, 
because my own races are not, as a ‘general rule,’ so 
courteous, therefore I thought that the EnB'Ush nermle wAre 


unto 


9 

ly experience proved to the contrary 
that the maj ority of them are not of that nature ; therefore 
my soiTOws in having left home wore mitigated a good 
deal. 


My 


ship-servants 


arkod atten- 


tion to passengers’ wants and requirements, which are ad- 
mirable and praiseworthy. They need not bo told their 
work, as they thoroughly understood its routine, and 
moreover did it properly, unlike our Indian domestics. 
Many may like to know something about the meals provid- 
ed for English people on board the steamers, and it is 
my wish to say what I have witnessed. Tbe Eui’opeans were 
served with five meals in the day, and at each time the 
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table wliieh Avas fitted iu the saloon, •was replete •ndth 
the clioicost of viands and delicately cooked dainties, also 
preserved fruits from Europe. The things were orderly laid 
on the table, and presented (j^iute a nice collection of works 
of art to one tliat had not the opportunity of seeing such 
things before. Does it not tempt one to taste tlie flavor of 
the eatables that were laid on the table, of course it does, 
and when I .say this, some may conclude very naturally 
that I have violated my caste rules, and what if I have 
done so, by taking milk, wine, and fruits, when there liave 


been so many bright examples before mo of those who 

4 

had proceeded from Madras to England. The first moul 
in the morning at G, consisted of a cup of coffee or tea with 

toast, then breakfast at 9 a. m., then again tiffin at 1 r. >r., 
and again dinner at G p. ir., and the last, supper, at 10 p. m. 

Before they sit for meals, a bell was rung, warning passen- 
gers that the table was ready. At dinner time the various 


course of dishes wore mentioned on slips of paper, and 

they were circulated to ladies and gentlemen in order to 
know before hand what should bo required by this gentle- 
man and what not by that lady in order that confiisinn 


wastage should not occur. At breakfast,' tiffin and dinner, 
ladies and gentlemen sat for a considerable time at the 
table, and while they partook of their meals, they held 

conversation on different subjects and remained at the 
table for more than three or four Indian hours. The ladies 


are the first to retire to the deck to take an airin 


O' 


whil 


o 
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the best pianist, of course a ladj^ returns to regale the 
others of the company in a sweet flow of music. At the 
sound of the piano, the tinkling was, as it were, a warning 
to them (gentlemen), and they gathered instantly around 
it, making a low bow to the lady to begin with her music. 
Sweet airs were then played and sung, and if they were 
really good, the proof of that was only by the clapiDing of 
hands and loud laughter of appreciation. 


Other than meal hours, passengers spent their time by 
reading different books, which the librarian lent on pay- 
ment of a small fee of ono rupee for the voyage, so ono 
could clearly see that European passengers spend their 

I 

time in the best manner, the time therefore does not hang 

on their hands heavijy. Why is this ? The plain answer is 

* 

that they are fully cognizant of the motto, “ Time is money. 

With all the enjoyments and comforts in this aquatic home 

% 

on the broad ocean, they never forget their Creator. As if 
they were on land, they congregated and recited verses in 
their holy book in the saloon on Sundays, when the bell an- 
nounced the service hour, the Captain performing the duty 
publicly allotted to a priest ; the Captain also did the mi- 

9 

% 

nistor’s work when a man who died on board awaited 

✓ 

biu'ial in the deep waters. When the dcaCh bell for one 
that had departed was rung, then a solemn veneration for 
the Almighty’s doings penetrated our mind, but how wore 
wo to express that veneration in the absence of ©ur Swami§. 
It was only by joining them and listening to their prayers, 
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and by bcsoeoluug the Creator to spare us. The moaning 
of tlie verses wove very touching. I believe this was the 
only course left open for us to adopt; when I say this, I 
do not mean that I profess Christianity, which I would 

not do not even for tlio wealtli of tlio whole universe ; the 
circumstance and necessity cited above induced to do so. 

GALLE. 

Our vo 5 ’ago was very pleasant all along to this port, a dis- 
tance of 700 miles from Madras, situated on the south of the 
island of Ceylon or Luiika. This island is connected willi 
Hindoostan by two islands and by a chain of -shoals called 
Adam's Bridge. 

As we neared the harhoui*, what picturesque scenery the 
land of Eamanaswara presented to our view, calling to my 
mind the ancient legend with which that Island is connect- 
ed. We too may boast of a harbour in a few years to 
come, the want of which has been the greatest drawback 
for the shipping in Madras. It is at Galle that all the mail 
'steamers anchor for a short timo that are plying to and from 
Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, China, and Australia. While 
we were yet at a pretty good distance off, the pilot came on 
hoard and conducted our fetcamar into the 'harbour, where 

U was anchored on the 22ud Instant at 4 in the evening. 

' • 

Having a desire to go on shore, wo engaged a boat, which 
are of very peculiar make, and diffored much from the 
Madras masulah boats. Of course, eacli co\intiy has its 
own peculiar fashion. We lauded aud drove about the 
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placG, mado a fow purcliasos in tlio shops, and rcturnod to 

# 

our floating .home towards evening. Tlio people diffoicd 
from us in manners, dress, and tongue, and it is natural I 

sliould expect so, but to give a short account of their customs 
and manners is impossible for me to do, as I was only for a 
few hours amongst them. We stayed longer than the con- 
tract hour, and it was understood afterwards on question- 
ing, that owing to the late arrival of the China mail we were 
compelled to stay. A fancy bazaar was opened on a small 
scale by petty tradesmen from' the shore, offering articles 
for sale to passengers at exorbitant prices ; then again, 
fruit trees, with the vaiied season fruits, and the photogra- 


their 


and 


« 

Before we left the place, the Company’s agent supplied a 
fresh stock of requirements. We had to replenish the 
coal bunkers with that black stuff which caused great in- 
convenience, by not only tarnishing the whole vessel, but 
tinting the persons into a different color than real. 

The ■ island of Ceylon is noted for its pe.arl fisheries. 
“ In the Straits of Manaai' the largest pearl fisheries in tlio 
Avorld are worked. It appears that in the year 1835 for 
the right of fishing 30 days with 150 boats, the rent 
amounted to something like Eupees 1 2,00,000. This island 


is also celebrated for its elephants, which are very huge. 
The stations on the coast wore captured by the English 
from the Dutch towards the end of last century, and ill 
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tlio year 1815 the whole'islancl was ceded by tlio Xaiuly 
cliiefs to the Bvitisli.” It is in this island that our noble 
Queen Victoria’s eldest son is preparing tc have a shooting 
excursion. 

The signal bell to start resounded throughout the whole 
ship, Avhen we, with all other passengers, hurried to the deck, 
densely thronged in order to see the land we loved, and the 
beautiful scenery of which soon disappeared from our sight. 
I was glad that our next station was Aden, and was impa- 
tient to see what it was like. Another bell soon announced 


that our meals was being made ready, so we left the deck 
for our cabin. A little while after we sat at the table a 
shocking report was spread by the tolling of a bell in the 
steamer, which I learnt afterwards to bo the announcement 
of death of a human being. Fancy, how my mind was 

affected at this startling report. 

Yama, the King of death, had chosen for his victim an 
European fellow-passenger from Calcutta, who was ailing 
with fever and dysentery. As his medical men had pro- 
nounced their disability to cure those complaints, ho. 


trusting his life to the Almighty 


voyage, had hmbarked for Southampton. 


I am qxiite sure we, natives of this soil, would rather for- 
feit our lives than attempt to cross the sea, especially al 
such a stage of health, as was this poor gentleman, without 
relatives and friends to attend upon us. This evidently 
shows how bold and coiu-ageous those people arc in the 



PICTURES OF EXGLAND. 


'22 

absence of the luxury wo ahvajs long for, and to wbicli 
we- generally claim an iuhoritanco ; this is one rca..son wliy 
the white men are better off in every respect, leaving their 
dear homes far behind, domiciling on Indian shores with 
some object in view to fulfil, perhaps, as servants to tlio 
sirkar (Government). I would even go so far as to say that 
owing to this courage which they are blessed with, and 
which is exemplified in the doings of the aged and the young 
alike, they are the powerful possessors and just rulers 
of this vast Empii-e — India, and many other colonics. What 
is their courage is no alien to ours, only they understand 
and carry out the old saying, ‘ Fortune favors tlio brave 
on the other hand, we sneer and stare at it, but let us this 
day engrave, in our hearts the adage, and then it will bo 
no great wondOr if wo are not one day their ec^uals, if not 
superiors. But I am away from my subject, and must 
return to the funeral scene. 

At dusk all those that were inclined to honor the deceased 
with their presence came on deck, headed by the Captain, 
who acted as Minister for the occasion. The dead body 
■was laid in a dealwood box (coffin), securely nailed, and 

was borne by the stewards and seamen to the spot ■where 
the people w’ore standing, the ceremony then began. A 
few portions fi'om the Bible were read by the Captain, 
w'hilo the rest listening to what was being read, u'oro a 
sorrowful countenance, rellcctiug perhaps upon the brevity 

of human existence. 



THE FUXEnAT- SEllvrCE, 



TIio slilp doctoi- nppoarod to be tho cbicf mourner, for 
•who but liiin consoled and comforted tbe departed prior 
to liis deulb, therefore he liad expressed so much sympa- 
thy and feeling as to shed tears over the departed, which 
was induced, perhaps, by calling to his mind the angmished 
expressions of tho deceased, uttered on his deathbed when 
ho doubtless alluded to his friends and relatives at home, ho 
would leave behind sorrowing. When the soiwico for tho 


9 

burial of tho dead was over, tho coffin, which was adorned 
with flags, Avas lowered into the deep by a few stewards 
with profound respect, and tho vessel in token of respect 
for the deceased gentleman moved, on slowly. 

I had no scruples in attending the funeral, and while we 
wore there, we noted with pleasure how closely tho pithy 
portions of tho burial service, resembled our Ilindoo indivi- 
dual prayers at the Solemn time of death, I allude to S»m- 
Jiana Viragium (Cemetery seriousness.) It is to be regretted 
tlrat we Hindoos have no form of prayers at tbo time of dis- 
posing of a dead body, or on any other occasion, except per- 
haps, what is uttered by the Auchariya in an unintolligiblo 
language (Sanscrit,) rvluch is tho mother of all languages. 
Those portions I spoke of which attracted my attention 
were as follows ; 


“We brought nothing Into-this world, and it is certain 
wo can carry nothing out.” 

“ Thou knowost. Lord, tho secrets of our hearts ; shut 
not thy merciful cars to our prayers, but spare us.” 
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“We therefore commit his body to the ground, earth 
to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust,” are so sioiplo yot 
so impressive, that a child can easily understand aud grasp 

4 

4 

the meaning thereof. Why I. have attended to this is 

because the simplicity of tho language and its touching 
beauty caused me frequently to think of it. It is to bo 
hoped that the day will soon come when our Mantras will 
be ti’anslated into intelligible vernaculars by the many 
learned pundits oiu* country boasts of. A man performing 
such a work as this, would leave an eternal name and fame. 


I will not further stray from my subject, but will now 
turn to my own essaying. 

This melancholy event caused quite a gloom to porvado 

4 

our minds, so much so, that if anything went wrong with 
us, we were fearful lest we should have to share the same 
fate as that of our fellow-passenger, by being burled in 
the deep waters, without a dear relative or a friend near 
us. In order, if possible, to avoid such a melancholy affair, 
wo made up our minds to wend our way homewards again, 
on reaching Aden, regardless of the fun that would be in- 
dulged in at our expense, as well as the forfeiture of our 
passage money. But I am happy to say that God wms 
otherwise disposed. Ho instilled courage into our hearts, 
and tho may-bo childish approlionsions wo indulged in, 

vanished like a London mist before the bright sun. The 
many diversions, too, on board the steamer provided for 

the entertainment of iiassongors, helped to some extent t<j 
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alleviate our fears ; so that iii a day or two, our fears were 
buried in oblivion and our faces again became bright. 


Now to tell about the voyage. The sea was unusually 
rough, to such a degree that square planks were fastened 
to the edges of the dining table to prevent the plates, dishes, 
and tumblers, &c., from faUing on to the deck. As an in- 
dication to, that a* high sea was running, the port holes m 
the ship were lowered and fastened, which is the individual 
duty of the ship’s carpenter. The weaker sex all suc- 


cumbed to sea-sickness, that curse of a trip by sea which is 
so common to land-lubbers, and often in old sailors, so I am 

4 

informed. All of them were confined to their respective 
cabins, and- never therefore made their appearance on the 

deck till a day previous to our reaching Aden. The read- 

% 

ers of this book will doubtless be anxious to know how I 
stood the rough sea, whether I suffered from sickness, and 


satisfy them, I am proud indeed to state that I 


was 


a blessing. My singular appearance on the 
others of my sex were absent, was a rare and 
phenomenon to my fellow-passengers, and the 
loud in his admiration to see me all right, to 
on the deck, balancing myself so well, with tl 


the vessel, and to see me in a franquil state of mind and 


temper. When the Captain conversed with any of the pas- 
sengers both he and all the passengers unanimously pro- 
nounced that I was a good sailor. 
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You may be curious to know when I say I talked to 
them if I knew the English language to express my 
thoughts to them, of course, I knew very little, and with 
this little knowledge, and by the aid of my husband in 
interpreting, and the assistance of my ayah rendered during 
the absence of my husband, with her imperfect and broken 


English, I was able to- convey my ideas to them pretty well, 
at all events they seemed to understand the purport of my 
meaning. 

4 

It is really a very pleainng sight to view a floating homo 
at sea, and I was specially interested when, for the first 
time, I saw at a distance of a mil^ or so ahead a P. and 0. 
steam vessel steaming toward us, canying the mail for 
China, Australia, &c. The moment the officers on the 

bridge caught sight of the vessel, they hoisted the P, and O. 
flag at the main mast-head and the British flag at the 
stern. ’ The vessel in sight did the same thing. This was 
signalling to tell each other the name of their respective 
vessels and to pay salaams to each other, so soon as the 

vessels were out of sight the flags were lowered. The 

% 

same reciprocation of signals is performed at night time by 
means, of flying rockets in the air and burning blue 
lights. This is what I learnt from the quartei’master who 
steers the ship, but unfortunately, I had not the pleasure of 
witnessing this pretty sight during the course of my voyage. 

This portion I am treating of, will, to a great extent, assist 
my readers to understand how and by what means ships 
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and steamers are directed to tlieir proper destination on the 
broad ocean when there is apparently to those unacquainted 
with navigation not a single mark to guide them. No doubt 
some of my readers, through the medium of their enlighten- 
ed husbands, may have been made aware ’of fact how 
a ship or steamer is guided, but it is only to those that 
have not the chance of knowing, are placed in blissful 
ignorance. 


Mariners ought to be extremely thankful to the inventor 
of their guide, both in pitch dark nights and in the broad 
day-light, which does not require to be fed nor clothed; 
This wonderful guide is called a compass, which is round 
like a watch, with figures on the dial and a long needle 
across it moving on a pivot, possessing the peculiar propei’ty 
to point always in a northern direction alone. By this aid, 
sailors are capable to understand in what direction a ship 
is moving and ought to be steered. If it were not for this 
invention, there would be very few ships in existence, and 
then what great disadvantage would result to merchandise ; 


very limited intercourse 


great 


measure, due to this invention alone. Again, I will cite 
another instance from which you will undoubtedly infer 
that the English nation are really a scientific people. The 
officers in a vessel easily calculate by the aid of another 


curious instriunent 


run 
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to make the next station or port. This process of reckoning 
miles was daily observed by the officers in our ship, and the 
duty of making known to the passengers this piece of in- 
formation, involved upon the chief officers who stated all 
the particulars connected in a paper at noon every day, and 
had it suspended in a most conspicuous place on the 
staircase leading to the saloon. 

As the sea went down and the rocking subsided, my lady 

acquaintances again made their appearance and talked of 

the pas^heavy weather and our fortunate escape. Now 

that the weather was calm, we now steamed at the rate of 

10 knots an hour, which means that the speed of the 

# 

vessel was 10 miles each hour. This is ascertained by 
means of throwing .the long line into the water on which 
there are a certain number of knots made ; the number of 
knots which are counted in half of a minute, shows the 
number of miles the vessel sails or steams in an hour. 
Undoubtedly, this is an ingenious- method of reckoning 
miles in the absence of mile stones. Impatient to get once 
again on land, after being on water for 9 days and 12 
hours, at the sight of land, all the passengers cheered 
“ land ! land,” at 1 p. m. on the 2nd of August, 

It is not at aU strange that people who have been on the 
sea for the first time, should be meiTy at the sight of land, 
which seemed to be nothing but a vast sheet of cloud when 
first visible. At last by 5 p. m. we reached the port of Aden, 
situated in the entrance fo the Red Sea, and there tho 
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vessel was anchored. The distance from Gallo to 

ADEN 

is 2,134 miles. Now, the African ‘ water ducks’ came in 
swarms and infested our vessel, crying with a peculiar 
clamorous noise, with the object apparently to draw the 
attention of the passengers towards them. They came 
seated in peculiarly constructed boatA of a very small size, 
affording room only to a single person who, with a small 
paddle only in the hand, moved about with great rapidity. 
The name ‘ water ducks’ is applied appropriately by the 
Europeans, fbr these African boys well deserved, that name, 
owing to their cleverness in swimming and diving. Their 
cleverness does not rest here alone. They are even so 
clever as to dive in water and pick out the smallest silver 
coin, for example, a two anna piece, when thrown into the 
water as far as possible. This amused tis all a good deal, 
and we were never tired of witnessing these sports. 

A ba'zaar was opened on the deck by these men and boys, 
offering for ssde the ‘ white coral’ and the shells for which 
this town is famous. These ‘ water ducks’ are of a very 
dark color, have curly hair and thick lips and a very flat 
broad nose. Their language is a low kind of Arabic or 
Nubian. To one that had not seen such people before of 
this type, terrible they looked, and it was for this reason 
that we hesitated to go on shore. It was only upon the 
assurance of the Captain that they are harmless people 
that wo dared to go, so that subsequently we lauded and 
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three 


are chiefly the Zorai 
are shrewd merchants 


profits out here. The native .part of the town is in the 


nervous 


with 


we returned to our vessel. 

4 

I should have before this noticed what I am nov^ going 

* . 

to say here, bat owing to the thought of iny parents left 
behind, and the sorrow with which I was enveloped, I bad 
forgotten to mention this in the preceding pages. The 
Deputy Agent at the sight of aP. and 0. Steamer rows off 
along side the steamer in his boat with the Company's flag 



official business. Then again the Port Surgeon, appointed 
by the Government, I think, comes on board the vessel and 
ascertains from the ship doctor if any deaths have occurred 
on the voyage, and if any one is suffering from any epide- 
mic disease, and should the answer be in the affirmative, 
the ' Quarantine’ rules are brought into force, by which it 
is meant that communication with land is cut off, and the 


vessel is ordered to put out to sea. Happily it is very 

rare that such an occurrence takes place in the P. and O . 
Company’s Steamers. These Quarantine Laws are really a 
wise act on the part of our rulers to save thousands of 
lives on the shore. Now something about Aden. 

This is a very hot and parched land with hot winds al- 
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most always blowing. The principal article of daily con- 

* 

sumption, ivater, for human beings and animals is very 
scarce. It is hei*e that all the Mussulman pilgrims from 


Mecca 


the shrine of Mahomet 


their prophet. 

The following extract is culled from a book and would 

% 

serve to furnish some accounts of the late attack on Aden. 

“ A vessel, with the British flag, was captured and plun- 
dered by the Arabs under the chief of Aden. The chief 

4 

refused either to ptinish the plunderers, or restore the 

*1 

property, or its value. A British commander was 
sent to m&e a formal demand of the pi’operty. The 
Chief refused to make restitution, and the commander 
threatened the town of Aden with an attack. This fright- 
ened the Chief and he yielded ; but soon after declined 
implementing his engagement. The^ result was an attack 
by the English, when the town and fortress of Aden ^ero 
carried and finally became a portion of the British empire, 
and now one of her steam navigation stations for the 
Indian trade.” The above gives the readers an idea how 
and by what means the English took possession of the 


town. 

We set sail for Suez on the morning of 3rd August at 10 
after our breakfast. We had already crossed the Bay of 
Bengal and tho Arabian Sea and had how entered the Eed 
8oa. Tho sight on the Eed Sea is very pretty, for one can 
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see land on both sides. The land flanking on the right side 
is the Arabian coast and on the left African. The land on 

both -vras visible to the naked eye all the way to Suez. 
The heat in the Bed Sea is very unbearable, but the sea 

was quite calm and smooth, looking like a vast miiTor. Du- 
ring our voyage in this sea, ice was supplied at tifidn time 

to all the passengers to cool the body. 

The origin of the name ‘ Bed Sea’ is due to certain 
allusion in the CSiristian Book (Bible), and although I am 
not aware in which part it is mentioned, I am necessitat- 
ed sometimes to write on Christian subjects, though I may 
be rebuked by my community. Sensible persons, however, 
advocate that it is allowable to speak on all topics, and so 
upon the face of this, I am not in the wrong. 

The Bed Sea is strewed with small mountains, j utting 
out above the level of the sea ; it is also interspersed with 

light-houses to warn the vessels plying to and fro, from 
running aground on the nxunerous shoals that abound in 
it. These light-houses were lit only at night time, and in 

the day time a flag was kept flying at on sight of a ship 
till it is passed clear of danger. 

I was not aware before having travelled, that mountains 

are found and formed in the sea, much more to bo visible 
to the sight, but it is nevertheless quite tme, and this calls 
to my memory the passage in the Ramayanutn, wherein it is 
asserted that mountain Minaha sought refuge in the sea, re- 

f 

questing<5a?nMdrfl (Neptime) for admittance, when Indra was 
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cutting off tlio wings of the mountains for tlieir destructive 
pleasure and pastime and in smasliing and ruining villages, 


&c., perhaj)s what I saw was the dvbris of Mmaha, at least, 
I thought so. 

All was going on well when all of a sudden a shocking 
report was spread that the ship was on fire by the crew, and 
the stewards who wore hastily moving hero and there in all 
directions exclaiming ‘fire!’ ‘fire!!’ while a bell was ringing. 

Oh ! wo thought wo wore done far and so cursed our 
stars. AVo concluded our lives would end here and there- 
fore prepared either to perish in the unfathomable sea, 
or to rescue our lives by getting into the life boats which 
were suspended along the side of the ‘ cursed’ ship. It 
was only, at this juncture that, I learned the use of these 
life boats. In a melancholy way wo walked past the saloon 
and went over the deck, but to my astonishment, I observed 


that my fellow-passengers 


reading; 


were 


wondering at the way in which the crew were pumping 

% 

water, and others again appeared to be quite jolly. I could 
not accoxmt why they should be otherwise than we wore. 
Wo wore vciy foolish to have been in such a fret a few 
minutes before, as the bell in question indicated ‘ alarm fire 
bell’ w'hich meant ‘ mockfire.’ It is pui-posely done to drill 


s • 

understand his allotted 


fire should 


This piece 


of information we owe to a lady and the Captain so that 
our fears were soon allayed. 
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Having now been on sea more than a fortnight, we were 
quite reconciled to onr sea-life, and wore proud of our 
voyage in the Eed Sea, owing to the stillness of the water 
which was without a ripple. At last we approached Suez 
and there our vessel was anchored on the 9th August, so 
it took us nearly six days to reach this station which is a 
distance of 1308 miles from Aden. 

SUEZ. 

This town, in which there are very dry and hot winds 
always, is far off from the docks where the vessels lay, 
so that if we wished to see the populated part of it, we had 
to make up our min ds to mount mules to cross tho sandy 
road, as no kind of vehicle is to be had suitable for the 
purpose. We gave up the idea entirely, for we naturally 
abhor mule-riding. 

Those of the passengers who liked to go on shore could 
hardly find timo to enj oy that pleasure, as the steamer only 
stayed for a few hours in order to \mload cargo and pas- 
sengers, who were booked to travel by the Egyptian "Eail- 
way. The docks are very imposing, and it is a pretty sight 
to see- the great number of shipping in the harbour. At 
tho given signal the ship got under weigh and steamed to- 
wards Alexandria, via the Suez Canal. 

The Suez Canal is the greatest wonder of the day. Is it 
possible to suppose that men are capable of completing 
such a huge work. It is one of the seven wonders of 
tho world; as tho English would call it. When we have 
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an instance like this, liow are we to credit tliat the temples 
of Conjeveram and Sreerungum were undertaken and finish- 
ed by Davatas and not by mortals. Facts could doubt- 
less be shewn by some writings to prove that these temples 
were built by mortals and not by deil^es. I should be very 
much pleased if information on this point could be given 
to enlighten ine. The construction and completion of this 
Canal cost some crores of Rupees and years of hard labor, 
and it is a great boon for merchants, and affords the 
greatest facility to shippers. The originator, M. DeLea- 
seps, will leave behind him an immortal fame for this great 
achievement. The length of this canal is about 80 nodles, and 
the width varies from 60 feet and upwards. At one end of 
the canal is the town of Sues, and at the other end Port 

Said. 

Our vessel moved at a very slow pace in the Canal owing 
to the shallowness of the water. I saw dredging machines of 
gigantic size placed here in order to remove the mud when 
it accumulates, thereby rendering navigation impossible. 
Unfortunately, I had not the chance of seeing them at 
work. The ship anchored for the night as it went aground, 
but without damaging the hull owing to the soft mud- 
When it was high water the day following, we started again. 
The width of the canal will not permit a ship to pass 
abreast of another, so that in order to allow a vessel that 

has already left Port Said or Suez, to pursue its undis- 

% 

turbed course, the canal is divided into convenient stations, 
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where the water spreads widely and looks like a lake. It 

* 

is at these stations or locks that vessels pass each other. 

Each station is connected with the other by telegraphic 
wires carried all along the canal, in order to communicate 
to the next immediate station that a ship has left, by which 
the master of that station is precautioned not to let any 
other pass till the arrival of that particular vessel. This 
is a very nice plan and prevents many an accident. 

I was quite astonished to notice a plain sandy desert all 
around me. I could not- account this, but the conversa- 
tion I had with my fellow-passengers enlightened me as to 
its history. Abundant information was cited from the Bible, 
referring to the King Fharpah, the Israelites, and Moses, 
their leader, and all that was said concerning it agreed 

well with the scenery before us. The steamer resumed its 

# 

usual speed after we had passed Port Said on the 11th. 
Our canal journey therefore took two full days. 

POET SAID. 

As wo were passing this port, we glanced at the shipping 
in the harbour, which consisted of foreign steam vessels, dis- 
tinguished by their different colors flying at the mast-head. 
All of us wore collected on the deck to see our vessel enter 

m 

into the Mediterranean Sea, which was quiet and calm. 
Till evening every one was engaged in watching the ta~ 
nrnha made by the fish in the sea, which were leaping and 
springing very high out of the water. We enjoyed a 
good night’s rest, for we wore glad that we had completed 
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half our joumoy, and that at day break we would be at 

ALEXANDRIA. 

The next morning (I2th) we 'entered the harbour, and 
there our vessel was anchoi'ed . In the Mediterranean Sea, 

the light-houses of Damietta and Rosetta ' were visible to 
us, and a few hours before our ship was anchored, the light- 
house of this town too was noticed by us with great joy. 
Innumerable ships and steamers, belonging to England, 
Turkey, Austria, and other countries, were anchored in 

the harbour, and they pi’esented a very lively appearance ; 
the masts looked Uko a forest. The number of Turkish 

vessels xiounted the most. When I questioned why the 
ships were so gaily dressed, I learnt that it was in honor of 
the family of the Viceroy’s arrival. 

This day we had to leave this reconciled ‘home’ and 

0 

proceeded on our journey in the steamer Pcro, but wo 
did not like to be transhipped, for all the officers, were 
known to us, and the matter of new acquaintances on board 
the Pera was not pleasing to my mind. 

Several invalid passengers and ladies proceeded in this 
steamer, unmindful of a week’s detention at Alexandria. 
Considering the number of days we had to stop at this 
station, we resolved to suit our own convenience and to go 
on shore, to brealc the dull monotonous life we had led. on 
the water ; so wo went ashore the next day. 

On landing, wo drove about the town and saw tho 
various buildings and places of interest, and returned to 
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our ‘ home’ quite content. The boat rowers are all Arabs 
and understand some little English. 

On the 14th, the Viceroy and his personal staff had 
arrived, and honor was shown him by hoisting flags at all 
mast-heads, the vessels were also decorated with flags, 
while we were enveloped in smoke by the discharge of 
guns on board the Turkish vessels and on land. It was a 
grand spectacle to witness him leave, the vessel, and as he 
landed, tiie Turkish Begiments in waiting fired their mus- 
kets ; these added with g^s almost deafened us, as would 
the chariot of Arjoona which rattles, it is said. 

Towards evening on the 15th, the whole town was in a 
blaze, caused by grand lUuminationB, calling to my mind 
similar tamashas we had observed at Madras at the time of 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s advent. The fire-works on this 
occasion far excelled the pyrotedbnic displays at Crystal 

Palace as our fellow-passengers (EngUsh-people) remarked. 
I ootdd not at this time form an opinion till I had the 
good luck to see a grand display subsequently at the Orys- 

i 

tal Palace, London. 

While we were here, an Arab Dragoman cheated us 
considerably, but it was a lesson for us to know how to 
deal with guides hereafter. All tho days we were here, 

N 

the weather was very agreeable, both at nights and day 
time. The town is sprinkled all over with different races 
of people, such as the Jews, the French, the Maltese, the 
Italians and the Arabs, tho latter axe_tho only excitable 
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race. The clay before leaving this town for Malta, we went 
and saw Pompey’s Pillar, Cleopatra’s Needles, the Cata- 
combs and the River Nile. The following account of them 
will, perhaps be interesting : — 

‘ Pompey s Pillar ’ — The height has been estimated at 
117 feet, but appears, by more careful measurements, not 

4 

to exceed 94 or 95 feet.” 

‘ Cleopatra's Needles ’ — “ Their height, which is equal, is 
said to be 58 feet 6 inches, and the breadth of each side of 
their base 7 feet. They are composed each of a single 

block of granite and entirely covered with hieroglyphics. 
One of these was lately brought to London. The Sarco- 
phagus or coffin of the founder was brought from Alexan- 
dria to England by Dr. Clarke, and is now d§posited in 
the Museum of Cambridge. 

‘ Catacomls ’ — “ They begin at the extremity of the old 

city and extend along the coast ; they consist of small 

% 

sepulchral grottos cut in the rock, which is a soft calcare- 
ous substance ; the interior of the galleries is plastered 
with mortar, difficult to break, each cavity contained three 
coffins filed on top of each other. 

River Nile , — The name of this river is doubtless fami- 
liar in every household, owing to the interest in it, which 
has arisen after the death of the immortal Dr. Livingstone 
who left home, relatives and friends some years back to 
explore its source. Mr. Stanley, .the discoverer of Dr. 
Livingstone, is no less famous for, the information ho fur- 
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uished to the Queen, lier Ministers, and the world at largo 
of the whereabouts of the learned and courageous doctor. 
The identification of the Doctor, the credentials ho placed 
before the public, and the private incidents connected with 
the affair, all proved the discovery was made of the real 
man, and this won for him all the honor duo to his noble 
achievement. Her Gracious Majesty the Queen, our Sove- 
reign, has expressed, her great pleasure at the success of 
his expedition in the shape of presenting him with a gold 

watch, after honouring him with a seat at her Royal table 

* 

in the year 1872. If India ever should produce a second 
Livingstone, doubtless, we should bo proud. 

4 

The weather was agreeable all along to Malta, and the sea 

was smooth and calm. Our vessel anchored in the splen- 

. # 

did harbour of 

MALTA, 

on the 23rd, at 2-45 r. m. The fact that all the crows in 
boats were Europeans, and that the people were composed 
of Europeans on the shore, easily impressed one to believe 
that this is European land . This island is noted for tho 
lace which European ladies use much on their dresses. 
Intending purchasers foxmd a lai-ge assortment to choose 
from on tho deck of the steamer, for, as I have already 
mentioned, a bazaar on a small scale is opened on the main 
deck by merchants from the shore. The different hotel- 
keepers, representatives oi* managers, had collected on tho 
deck, and wore circulating' their cards to such passengers 
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as wished to go ashore. Om* boat was ready, and we rowed 
ashore in three or four minutes. With the utmost weari- 
someness and constantly halting we ascended the flight of 

# 

steps reaching the high ground. We got into our coach 
procured by our guide, and drove about the place and visited 
the Cathedral and Government House. In the latter place 


striking 


hull 


Nelson fought, bearing the shot marks. We took oiir 
luncheon in a hotel which we carried with us and made few 

* X 

purchases in the shops, and delayed to go to our ship till the 
coaling was finished, which was not until evening. 

‘‘Malta is an island of the Mediterranean, nearly opposite 
to the south argle of Sicily. Its length is about 1 7 miles, 

its’ greatest breadth 10, its circumforonce 50, its distance 
from Sicily about 50. Its coast is in general steep and 
rugged. It is well fortified throughout: Indigo and saffron 
are cultivated, as also cotton, which has been exported 
to a great amount. The climate is healthy. In 1798 
Malta surrendered to Buonaparte (French Emperor) and 
received a French garrison. Being afterwards blockaded 
by a British squadron, it was forced -to surrender, through 
famine, in 1800 ; and by the treaty of Paris in 1814, was 
confirmed to Britain.” 

At 8-15 A. M. we took our departure for Gibraltar, and 
our voyage was pleasant till wo reached this naval station. 
Wo met several ships and steamers, and when wo were a 

C 
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day’s journey from Gibraltar, \re noticed the African and 

Spanish coast on both sides of us. 

GIBEALTAE. 

On the' 27th we reached this station in the afternoon. 
The houses here are nicely situated on the rock and ap- 
pear as if they were built one over the other. We did 
not go ashore, as the steamerhalted for a few hours only 
soon started for Southampton in England. At 8 f. h. 
the lights bn shore, looked like the twinkling of the stars. 

‘ ‘ Gibraltar consists of a great rocky mountain, running 
from north to south, about three miles in length, from 

hft if a mile to three-fourths in width, and from 1,200 to 
1,400 feet in height. The importance of Gibraltar arises 
chiefly from its bay, which is of great extent (nine miles 
long and flve miles broad), and forms a convenient naval 

station.” 

We now entered the Atlantic Ocean, keeping close to the 
land of Portugal, and two days after we were in the Bay of 
Biscay, of which I haye heard people say that the Bay is 
always rough and that ships roll much. As I anticipated I 

was sick, though not much, and the cure was by staying a 

0 

whole day on the deck inhaling the fresh breeze. Here 
we saw lots of steamers and ships plying in all directions, 
perhaps every three or four minutes, three or more at a 
time. 

Every face beamed with joy, for the journey was almost 
at an end. . Wo offered our thanksgivings by prayers to 


V 
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tlie Almighty in bringing us safe to the land. It was a 
rainy and cloudy day when we sighted land, which appear- 


ed in 


■dure clad’ and indicated the nature 



le land I am alluding to is the Isle of Wight, where Her 
ajesty the Queen generally spends a portion of the year. 
While we were steaming up the river Itchin or Southamp- 
ton water, we learnt that a few English and Indian friends, 
viz., Messrs. P. Vencatakristnamah Naidu and P. Euthna- 
valoo Ohetty, were waiting to receive us, for which wo were 
very thankful. 

We went below to our cabin and saw our things packed 
by the steward, and instructed him to deliver our luggage 
to our agents,. Everybody 
were extremely happy that 


seemed likewise 


journey 


first 


p. M. Being h 


tay any 
captain; 


# 

and landed safely, taking up our quarters with our friends 

in the Southampton Hotel. 

SOUTHAMPTON. 

This is a mail packet station. Everywhere we saw 


Englishmen and women 


and we were amidst them. 


I 


was quite stupified while crossing the Custom yard and 
the tramway crossing, to reach our coach. Everybody 
in the yard was very bui^, and those of the pedestrians 
that were moving about took me fbr some extraordinai^ 

h uma n beipg, apparently on account of my national cos- 
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tume. We crot into our 


hotel. 


the 


ly life such a splendid hotel. We ascended several steps, 
up many stories, and at last stepped into our room. Some 
of the palacos of our Indian Princes cannot equal these 
hotels. The rooms and dining lialls aro furnished taste- 
fully and grandly, and it is impossible to expect any one 
coidd ever complain of the accommodation or in*effularitv. 


When I wanted the servant 


wall 


how it could call the servant, I was told that it was an 
electric communication. The simple touch of an .occupier 
of a room causes a bell to be rung by electricity in the 
servant’s compartment, diowing also the number of the 


roo 




when 


pearance. When I really required the servant, I touched 
the ivoiy piece, and in a few seconds somebody tapped at 
the door, and it happened to be the woman wh o attended to 

anners wore very agreeable 
Almost all the servants engaged in 


requirements 


and 


this hotel aro females, and they are much more clever at 


their work than males, at least as far as I Ixavo soon and 
judged. A waiter now came, standing at a respectful dis- 
tance, and intimated to us that diuuer was ready. After 
staying a short time in this hotel wo prepared ourselves 
to proceed by rail to London, the “ city of gmoke/’ as it 
is called by some English people. 
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The hotel and the station are in the same large pro- 
mises, and at this station it was striking to note that females 


and 


ness. About 


gularity 


We paid for our tickets and got with our Mends into a 

first class coupe and proceeded on to the Waterloo station 
in London, arriving at about 10-80 p. m. the same day. 
Having proceeded thus far, I will pause and introduce the 
reader to the third chapter. 



CHAPTER III. 


AERIVAL IN LONDON— THE FAIRY LAND. 

GAS LIGHTS — HOTELS — HOISE IN THE STREETS — HOTEL CHARGES 
— DRIVE THROUGH THE STREETS — SHOPS — HOUSEKEEPING 
IN LONDON — HOHB SUPPLIES — WAGES OF SERVANTS — 
BELLS AND RAPS — ^PHYSICAL EXERCISE — ^DUTIES OF ENG- 
LISH SERVANTS — LONDON COURTESIES — LODGINGS. 

As we were nearing Watei'loo Station we crossed seve- 
ral bridges, and directing my view towards the innumerable 
turrets and high houses, the whole town seemed to be in a 
blaze, the cause being attributable to gas-lights with 
which the streets are lighted, as I afterwards learnt to be 
the case. We left our train and engaged cabs, drove 
through several streets, arriving at last at the Haxels Exeter 
Hotel, in the Strand. The brilliant lights even surpassed 
a bright moonlight night, and the countless people of both 
sexes walking up and down added fresh impulse to the 

I 

spectacle, and realized, to a certain extent, the true meaning 
of the word “ Fairy-land.-’ 

The fact of the city being so brilliantly lighted upset all 
my ideas, inasmuch as when we arrived the town should 
have been dead silent, for the hour was late. We took up 
OUT temporary abode at this hotel, which was recommended 

by ow friends, who saw us all right and took leave of us for 
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the present. It i^ould have been remarkable ii I had not 
paid attention to my servants’ comfort in this strange and 
foreign land. However, I escaped from the imputation of 
neglect by inquiring of the maid how and what had become 
of them ? And it was pleasing to hear from her that a 
room had been allotted to them fitted up with three cots. 
What ! cots for servants ; an unusual usage indeed ! It 
was this that struck my fancy. The contrast between 
Indian servants sleeping on the floor and European servants 
on cots, is due more to the climate than anything else, which 
conclusion I arrived at after a few minuteef reflection. 
The comforts my servant were provided with were well 

4 

recompensed by paying a heavy bill for them when we left 
this hotel. Our servants were of no use, to speak the truth, 
except my ayah, for the hotel provided a maid to wait 

4 

Upon us who found everything for us, aind whose manners 
were very agreeable. 

The rattling noise of the vehicles plying up and down 
the street, and the bustle of the people outside drew my at- 
tention, and I was not a little amazed to witness the conglo- 
moration of everything. For a new comer to this land the 
hrain will never be at rest, and it has been the case with 
me, and no wonder then that I should desire to be informed 
of the rare spectacle outside, which, on questioning, I 
learnt to be a daily occurrence. There must be some cause 
attributable for an occurrence like the one in question on 
a festive occasion in any clime, but here it taxed my brains 
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to find out the cause why the traffic and crowds of people 

* 

should ply and move about daily and hourly. With such 
mental engagement I retired to sleep. Ere I awoke in the 
morning I solved the question, and I came to the con- 
clusion that London ought to bo the busy and • commercial 
centre of the world, and this was confirmed by a single 
glance at that veteran newspaper, tho London Times, left 
on our drawing-room table, 

I was not desiroxls of staying in the hotel, and express- 
ed my wish to my husband to take a whole house in a 
good locality, and before he could find one, we changed our 

abode to tho ‘ Golden Ci’oss’ Hotel. Having intimated this 
change to the owners of the ‘ Haxells,’ they submitted a 
very heavy bill for payment, certainly taking advantage of 
foreigners. Wo could have well prevented such an im- 
position if we had but ascertained previously the proper 
charge. However this procodcnt served us afterwards in 
good stead, and Ave determined not to bo duped thoncefor- 

ward. At last we removed to the ‘ Golden Cross, ’ which is 
superior to the other hotel. Here unquestionably we had all 
home comforts. Every morning all the leading newspapers 
were supplied to us, and these papers gave us full informa- 
tion in the advertisement cblumns in what parts of tho city 

houses were available. These wei’e the best giiides wo could 
0 

consult, and at last we engaged a house in Brompton. 

While in tho hotel, for the first time, Ave drove about tho 
city, passing through difi'erent streets and squares, and it 
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would fill pages if I should describe the lofty palatial 
buildings, some with escutcheons attached, the traffic, 
people in swarms, especially in the east centre, which is 
otherwise called the City, the shops in the West End with 
their articles exhibited behind glass doors to the public, 
and many other similar wonders. I concluded that the 
West End of London is what the Adyar and Nun gum- 

4 

bakum are to the dominant race at Madras. 

One like me, » bird out of the cage, could walk or drive 
from mom to eve without fatigue and forgetful of hunger, 

in order to see the wonders of this place and the advantages 

% 

of this land. The shops are kept open till a late hour in 
tho evening, mth gas-lights burning outside in different 
styles at the expense of the' owners. This, coupled with 
the Corporation lights everywhei’o, formed a really beauti-, 
fill sight. It occurred to me that the expenses incurred 
and privations endured had been sufficiently repaid by 
what I saw, though I had yet to see more of this and 
other cities. 

House-keeping in London. — A few days after wo shift- 
ed to our new residence in Brompton, which was a pretty 
neat house, well furnished and four stories high, and tho 
whole premises were at our disposal. We settled hero 
and found the owner of the house, a lady, to bo a 
kind and good woman, who always took an interest 
to teach our servants how to make use of the fire place and 
lean cooking utensils. We were quite disgusted at their 

7 
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work, and consequently had to engage a general maid to 
superintend the work done by them and dust the furniture. 

m 

If we had not engaged the maid, the landlady ’would surely 

have claimed very heavy damages ; however, the maid was 

the cause of warding off such a misfortune. Our servants 

were perfectly useless except the cook. 

We had tradesmen to supply our homo requirements, 

and if this practise had nOt existed in England, assuredly 

our servants would have been burdensome to us. The 

# 

tradesmen are, the'butcher, dairyman, grocer, baker, green- 
gi-ocer, &c., and in what perfection these do their respective 
work I shall now attempt to describe. 

To begin with the butcher. He executes his previous 
day’s order neatly and exactly, the day following j driving 
fast in a cart with his full load of supply, and halts at the 
door of the customer’s house, and delivers the supply, when 
he presents a neatly got-up book to get the entry made, and 
settles his accounts either weekly or monthly. 

All the rest, more or less, follow the same order, ex- 

4 

cept the laundry maid, who takes dirty clothes on Mondays 
and brings them back on Saturdays instead of Sundays, as 

I 

she strictly observes the' Sabbath day. 

I think the wages of laundry maids are very enormous 
compared, with the dhobies of Madras. A month passed 
by, and our servants were improving, so much so, that 
they attended to the bells and raps from outside during 
the absence of the general maid. AVe were really protid 
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of their improvement at the expense of time and money 

spent on their lessons. 

« 

It would be curious to know what I mean by hells and 
raps. The following will give an idea of what they are : — 
Here in London, and in fact in other European cities, as I 

y 

observed afterwards, the house door is always kept shut, 
and the visitor or servant who wishes to gain admittance 
into the bouse pulls the bell, respectively, marked thus — 
‘ visitors,^ servants, and the servant in the kitchen below the 

ground at the warning proceeds to the door to^open it ; if it 
chances to be a visitor’s bell, the same communicates to the 
di’awing room, and the visitors are conducted to the visiting 
hall instantly. Eaps differ very little fi'om beUs. The in- 
mates of a house can understand who is at the door by the 
number of knocks. If the rap be ono it is a Policeman’s 
sign ; if two in rapid succession it is the postman’s, and any 
number beyond that for a visitor. 

I 

Dui'ing the course of the day how pleasing it was to 
hear the sweet airs played either by a Geiman band or 
organ grinders, or a Highland band with sword dance 
close to oiu' house, and what pleasure the Punch and Judy 
show performance afforded us, allutling to the late Ashantee 
war. Such are the recreations in the public streets. 

Physical exercise, which was never brought to a practical 
bearing while in my native land, I paid attention to, and 
availed myself of the oppoi-tunity of taking daily long walks 

in Hyde Park in company with my husband, which was 
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really conducive to liealtli. When wo were a little tired we 
sat down on the seats placed all over the Park, near the 
Serpentine river. Di^erent spots in this Park are associ- 
ated with the names of reputed men who died centuries 
back, either by duel fighting, or in some other way. 
Sedentary habits are so very common with us in India, but 
not with the people of England, and I owe my escape from 

9 

sickness during my sojourn there by taking exercise. 

I believe it is every Indian woman’s duty to note the 
peculiarity of English domestic life when in England, which 
I have seen personally, and, therefore, I think the various 

kinds of work of servants in connection with it will bo 
worth mentioning. 

But before proceeding, I will say something about the 
wages of English servants in general, which are very high, 
and equal to that of a native clerk in the Government service. 
Men servants are seldom employed, as the majority of 
servants are of the feminine order, and hence the population 
of females is greater, perhaps something like one to five. 

The different ordinary duties that daily involve upon 
domestic servants are as follows : — 


The Duties of Household Servants. — Servants should 
always bear in mind the maxim, “ Onco weU done is twice 
done,” and moreover, should never put off performing any 
duty which they can execute at once ; trusting to memory 
is always unsafe. The chief, or rather the first person on 


house 


On her 
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strictness of management rests the whole hoiisehcid. Her 
duty it is to keep all account books, and weekly present 
them to her mistress for inspection, receiving at the same 

time payment for all the bills. She directs and controls all 

% 

the women servants, does all the marketing, and directs all 
cleaning, animal or otherwise, in most houses ; she performs 
, the duties of a cook as well as those of house-keeper, but 
even then she has a kitchenmaid under her, who is about 
the same as an ordinaiy cook. Next in order comes the 
butler, who is the head of the men sexTants. He has much 
responsibility laid pn him, and must therefore be pi*ompt 
and active in the performance of his duties ; in his care are 
placed the plate and wine. He must see that the breakfast, 
luncheon and dinner table are properly laid ; he announces 
dinner, always places the first dish on the table, and general 

ly supexwxses the other servants. To announce visitors and 
hand his lady to the carriage are also his duties. The 
parlour maid performs the minor duties of a footman, and 
also at her leisure keeps the household linen in repair. 
The footman is required to make himself generally useful : 
his duties are, more or less, just according to the number of 
footmen employed. He cleans the plate, knives and shoes, 
rubs the furniture, attends to fires, goes on errands, and 

where no butlw is kept; brings in the meals and waits at 
table. A cook has really the most trying duties to perfoim, 
for on her forethought, skill, and quickness of action, rests 
the success of her cooking. Besides cooking she is also. 
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where only two servants are kept, expected to clean the 
diningroom, hall, passage steps, &c. Of course, everything 
relating to the cleaning of the kitchen, scullery, &c., also 
belong to her.- She receives orders from her mistress or the 
housekeeper about the bill of fare daily, and takes in and 
keeps an account of all materials used in cookery. Clean- 
liness is a great proof of a good cook. 

A housemaid’s duties require order, method and great 
cleanliness, in order to be well fulfilled. She has to clean 
the grates, light fires, dust and pelish furniture, clean the 
cciHng when necessary, lays the table for meals where no 
footman or parlour maid is kept, makes the bed, cleans and 
sweeps the bed-reoms and trims the bedroom lamps ; she 
rarely waits at table, but merely puts all 3aece8sary changes 
of plates, &c., handy on the waggon and dumb waiter, and 
after having served the meal, leaves the room. 

Now we come to the general servant or maid of all 
work, who has to perform the duties of house-maid, parlour- 
maid, cook and footman. She must be an early riser in 
order to get through her numerous duties satisfactorily, 
and by dividing her work she can get through it very well. 

eant cleaning certain rooms, «&:c. , 
on certain days, so that by the end of a week, she has 

given each room a thorough cleaning, at least twice during 
that week. 

The nurse, nurse-maid, lady’s-maid and valet are really 
personal servants. They rarely or never have anything to 
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do witli the household affaii'S. The nurse and nurse- 
maid have entire charge of the children, wash, dress and 
take the children out, attend to them at their meals, &c. 

They also have the charge of their wardrobe, which it is 

« 

their duty to keep iu order ; to make the children’s clothes 
is another of their duties. 

A lady’s maid attends to her mistress’s toilet, dresses her, 
makes her clothes, irons her coUars or fine clothes, and 
must always see that the lady’s room is in order, and all 
that her mistress may require ready for her. 

The valet attends to his master’s toilette, but does not 
make his clothes ; he generally shaves him and cuts his 
hair ; ho sees that -water, &c., is ready for his master, and 
posts letters or goes on errands, and makes himself general- 
ly xisoful to him. 

Loxdon Couhtesies. — Men of various ranks have their 
own society to move in. London is peopled to a great 

extent with men of the aristocratic order. Each person, 

* 

according to the average position of his rank, will there- 
fore move in his own clique, and London is in the height 
of enjoyment when Parliament sits, at which time it is 
called the ‘ Season,’ and I am sorry to say that we were 
not there at that time. During the Season, evei’y trades- 
man makes the best of his calling, and every article is sold 

I 

*at a dear price. At other times when Parliament is closed, 
this city is said to bo ‘ empty,’ as all the M. P.’s leave toxvn. 

The ceremony of return visits is- much observed, and 
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forms a part of tho general etiquotto of persons ; know- 
ing tliat, to those of the European ladies and gentlemen 
who called upon us, we returned their visits. Now the si ght 
at our visitors’ homes is very pretty. All the 


embers of 

the family sit in company in the drawing-room, freely 
talking to one another, and at the tinlding of the call-bell 
from outside by us they received us warmly, and their in- 
quiries were generally kind and polite. In order that a 
visitor may not feel dull, the clever lady pianist cheers the 
family circle and the visitors with her music, while a 
gentleman who understands the same, assists the lady by 
showing the pages of the music-book. I noticed this 
order in every house. All this was quite novel to mo. 
When we were about to take leave of them, they offered 
fruit, wine, tea, and biscuits, a custom exactly equal to 
our thamboolum (Betel and Areca-nut) ceremony. 

That country ought to bo a roaUy blessed ono for the 

4 

reason that almost the whole population of females are 
educated, and the results and benefits of such education 
we all know, and among such educated women there are 
certain persons who take an earnest interest in the welfare 
of Indians. It is worth while mentioning the names of 

Lady AVaterlow, Miss Mary Carpenter, Mrs. Arnold, 
and Miss Manning and others. Some of these, to bring the 
two races to a close intimacy, in order to understand the 
real wants and discojuforts in the Indian administration, 
give mrhs and evening parties, when aU mix freely, and 
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the Indians are introduced to ladies and gentlemen of high 
rank, and sometimes ladies are conducted by native friends 
to the coffee-room below. I must state hero that, I had not 

the pleasure of seeing Miss Carpenter in England and 
what I say that she gives soirees to Indians, is only hearsay. 
It is really astounding that distinction of color and caste 
is not observed iAere. I bore personal recollection of such 
scenes, and the idea of giving soirees and inviting natives of 
this soil on those occasions is very praiseworthy. 

The Lord Mayor, Sir Sydney Waterlow, and his amiable 
lady, we visited, on several occasions, at the Mansion House, 
and their united hospitality was very exemplary, and the 
lady took a real interest to explain this and that in the 
different halls of the Mansion House. 

To show tlie unostentatious character ho boars, it is worth 
citing that ho is not too proud at all to walk in the crowded 
streets of the city with an umbrella in his hand, for the po- 
sition and wealth he commands ; and is it wi’ong then to 
believe that Lulchmi will not live with such a man ? Many 

more are unassuming like the gentleman who is the Head 
of the city. 

Lodgings AND Apartments, — Those foreigners, who usual- 
ly come to London all the year round, li-onj all parts of 
India, according to their means, take apartments or lodgings. 
Living this way is no doubt cheaper than taking a whole 
house, but it is only suitable to men without families and 

students. 


S 
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This way of living is cheap, because the landlady sup- 
plies the lodgop with all the necessary eatables and allows 
even a maid to wait upon the lodger ; he is therefore 
perfectly free from domestic cares except in paying her 
weekly bill. But one thing a foreigner should attend to ; 
he ought to be cautious in choosing a place which is abun- 
dantly notified in the newspapers. What I mean by this 
is, that if a foreigner engages low lodgings, he will not 
cape, for once at least, being cheated by the owners of such 
apartments to ^ let.’ I believe this is quite enough, and 
so I shall begin with London wonders. 


CHAPTER IV. 


LONDON WONDERS. 

THE THAMES TUNNEL, SIR I. BRUNEL, ENGLISH CHANNEL — 
UNDER-GROUND RAILWAYS, DOUBLE ROW OP LINES, SPEED, 
EIGHTEEN HOURS RAILWAY INCESSANT . RUN, SEASON 
TICKETS — LONDON POLICE, STRENGTH OP THE PORCB,^ 
policeman’s courtesy, SERVANT GOING ASTRAY, PRINCE 
OP WALES WORKING A FIRE ENGINE, POLICE FORCE ON THE 
RIVER THAMES, THE MAGISTRATES — THE FIRE BRIGADE, 
RECKLESS SPEED OF ENGINES,. WORKING SYSTEM AT. THE 
HOUSE ‘ ON FIRE,’ THE SHAH OF PERSIA’S WONDER AT THE 
“ working” EXPERIMENTAL SHOW OP THE ENGINES — THE 
WONDERFUL CRYSTAL PALACE, QUERY BY FRIENDS, VARIOUS 
AMUSEMENTS, THE QUEEN BEE, GARDEN PLEASURES, PY- 
ROTECHNIC A L DISPLAYS, FARE TO THE CRYSTAL PALACE — 
MADAME TUSSAUD’s WAX-WORK EXHIBITION, LIST OP WAX 

MODELS, ■ THE NANA OF 1857, MAYAH’s SABHA — THE 

TRADE, DOCKS, THE ROYAL EXCHANGE — THE NEWSPAPERS, 

% 

THEIR CIRCULATION, DIFFUSION OF KNOWLEDGE — CLAPHAM 
JUNCTION — A LIST OF PUBLIC STATUES, PUBLIC BENEVO- 
LENCE. 

The Thames Tunnel. — ^To tliis underground hole we 
drove, which is situated between the Eastern Docks 
and Southwark Park, E. C. Having descended innumerable 
steps, we set our feet on the bed of the tunnel, where 
steam carriages run. The length of this dark hole 
extends over 1,200 feet, from Wappin^ to Rotherhithe, 
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and tlie projector of this gigantic work was tho 
late Sir I. Brunei. The work was undertaken in 1825 

and opened to the public in the year 1843. The curio- 
sity of this tunnel is that the River Thames flows 
right above it, filled with the shipping, and hence it bears 
the name after the river. Not content with this invention, 
the Englishmen yet cherish the hope of completing one 
other great object, which is the connecting of France with 
England by a tunnel underneath the English Channel — a 
sea that lies between the two countries. This reflects great 
credit upon their successful ingenious undertakings. 

The Undeeground Railways. — On a few occasions I, in 
company with my husband and my ayah, travelled in 
these carriages from Kensington to the Mansion House and, 
Moorgate stations. These trains run under the ground with 
buildings and roads right above. The cause of those our 
trips was a curiosity. The line is laid with a double row of 

rails for up and down trains to run. These trains run at a 
rapid rate in this dark hole or passage. In consequence 

of the way being dark, the carriages are all lit with gas- 
lights, and besides the carriages give very excellent ac- 
commodation to passengers unlike our Madras Railway 
Company’s. The trains belonging to this Company run 
from 6 in the morning till 12 in tho night. The majority 
of all tho busy men in the suburbs find their way to the 
city in these carriages at a little cost, which is cheaper 
than engaging a cab or omnibus. Saving is also shown 
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by tbo Company by issuing season tickets for passengers, 
■wliicli allows them to travel as many times they wish in 

tho course of a day. 

The London Police. — To this Police, Londoners owe their 
undisturbed tranquillity of mind and safety of property, 
where robbery is carried on on an extensive scale with skil- 
ful contrivance and success. The number of the constables 
serving in the Metropolitan and City police forces amounts 
to nearly 8,000, and these constables carry out their given 
orders in an impartial manner, be it a lord or a mendicant, 
which is not the case in India, and hence the public im- 
prossion that the London Police force is the best in the 
whole world, is very true. The characteristics of these men 
are that they are invariably kind to foreigners and to their 
own raco too. When a foreigner goes astray from his way, 
the Policeman on duty is the best guide he can apply to. 
To wit, our man servant, in the hope of visiting his com- 
panions atBrixton, left our home on a certain day, and the 
maze-Hke streets confounded him, and so he wended 
his way quite in another direction, and the foolish servant 
was soon taken notice of by a Policeman on duty, who put 
Jiim a few questions in English, which puzzled him much, 
shedding tears at his fate. The servant did not know tho 
language except yes and no. The Policeman instantly put 
him in a cab and drove him to the Asiatic Home, where he 
was taken care of for thi-ee weeks till our proper address 

■was found out. The Police could not have traced our 
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address if \re had not lodged a complaint on the second 

day about the missing man. 

% 

At night these constables are very attentive to their 
Tvork ; and in case fire should break out anywhere, they 

instantly communicate the same by electric telegraph to the 

* 

Fire Brigade OflGLce, and the men attached to it huiTy to the 
^pot in a few seconds with the necessary machines and fii’e 

A 

escapes to put out the hre and rescue lives. It appears on 
certain occasions H, B. H. the Prince of Wales worked with 
the men of the Fire Brigade. What actuated the royal person- 
age to work with the men ? Sympathy and brotherly feeling 
towards his loyal subjects. This is very exemplary to other 

princes,* who may suppose it mean on the part of thePiince. 

A Police force is stationed on the Biver Thames here 
and there to watch the traffic. I must say that the 
river is crowded with steam boats carrying passengers 
for a small fare, plying up and down the river to 

9 

diffierent suburbs of London. These forces are not only 

kept to charge offenders before a Magistrate, but also 

to prevent people throwing themselves into the river 

below from that famous bridge reputed for committing 

✓ 

suicides. The city of London boasts of many magisterial 
benches where the Lord Mayor for the year, Aldermen 
and other stipendiaiy Magistrates sit to dispose of cases. 

This will, I am sure, give an idea of what the Loitdon 
Police is. 

The Fiiie Brigade. — At convenient stations in the city 
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of London several engines and horses are stationed to 
answer the purpose, of fire accidents. The engines, at the 
report ‘ fire,’ are started oflf to the place of accident at a 

moment’s notice at a reckless speed, when coaches and 
other public vehicles that pass on the road make room for 
the engine to have its uninterrupted course, and should ac- 
cidents occur on the way, it is reported to one that notice 
will not be taken, or that the driver will not be charged for 
rash dri vin g. 

Be this as it may, the working of those people is that 

i!hey ascend to the top of the house ‘ on fire’ by means of 

« 

ladders, peculiarly constructed for the purpose, wearing a 
network like iron dress to rescue human lives, and if 

4 

there are any such persons, they are instantly packed 
in a sack and slided to the ground in the groove of 
an iron ladder well suited for the purpose. The con- 
trivance is so good that it does not injure a person found 
in the flames the least. The Fire Brigade’s records will 
show innumerable instances of fire accidents in London, 
which is a vciy common occuiTcnce. The utility of the 
Fire Brigade aroused the ciuiosity of the Shah of Persia 

when he visited England in 1873, and the Board took 

* • 

an interest to show to the Shah the working system 
of the men at the time of actual fire, and the same after 
liaving been performed, it amazed him to the utmost, per- 
haps from the mere fact that many lives would be saved 
by these contrivances. 
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The Wonderful Cuystal Palace, — The very word 'crys- 
tal’ carries its real meaning in English, and it is to this 
place all pleasure-seekers resort, and every foreigner is 
questioned when met by an English acquaintance or a 
friend, ' Have you been to the Crystal Palacef as that is the 
place wortli seeing in London by one who had not been 
there before. Pleasure can be derived from morning till a 
late hour in the evening, and those that spend a whole day 

ft 

here, can obtain rich food on payment of a few shillings, lu 
this glass building a visitor will find at one comer a 
museum, at the second a picture gallery, at the thir€ 
busts, and at the fourth a concert hall, and so on. Wo did 

not fail to go to the ‘ Bee Show-room,’ and it was very 

interesting to hear a young man in charge of this recite 
the history of these bees headed by one of its own species 

called the ‘ Queen Bee.’ We got admission on payment of 
a small foe. What are the pleasures outside the buikling ? 
The garden, with its nicely arranged walks, is replete with 
various kinds of shrubs and tastefully cropped flower beds. 

It is also a pretty sight to find all around green with garden 
scats provided for the people who sit long after a weari- 
some walk. Again, the beautiful fountains that play and 
the artificial tanks invito the attention of the visitor, to 

say as it were, that they are not behind hand at being 
wonderful. 

This palace is also much noted for its pyrotechnical dis- 
plays as I have already observed. I witnessed on two 
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occasions the wonderful displays of fire-works here, and was 
able to compare them with what I saw at Alexandria, and 
the remarks pronounced by the European passengers then, 
aro inconsistent in tho supposition that owing to their 

i 

long stay abroad they were constrained to draw such hasty 
conclusions. 

The entrance fee to the Crystal Palace and the first class 

railway fare from Victoria Station is very little for tho 

recreation one enjoys there. I was informed that seven 

% 

thousand or more visitors repair to this glass house daily ; 
and consequently special traine run every half an hour. 

4 

On all and at each occasion we were there we saw some> 
thing to admire and something novel. A Londoner might 
go daily, and I am quite positive even he would never sup- 
pose the trip a vain one. Before I finish with this I shall 
add that a large number of bazaars or shops are presided 
over by ladies only, who rapidly sell to the visitors ihe 
various articles exhibited outside, and we stood for some 
time admiring their expert way of quoting prices and 
selling off their goods, 

Madame Ttjssaud’s Wax Woek Exhibition, — This name 
is taken after the founder, and it will be interesting to 
learn her career of life for having risen to such an eminence 
and note. Madame Tussaud won unfathomable fame as 
the best lady artist both at English and French courts, and 
her extraordinary talent won her the prize for worked wax 

models from photographs of both the dead and living 

9 
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famous personages who were- kno-vm to the world. Her 
success in this undertaking was so good and patronage 
unbounded that she opened a museum after her own name 
as I said before, and breathed her last in 1850, leaving 
her sons to inherit the business ; and to such a place wo 
wont on payment of a s hill ing for each person. 

Maya or Mayoodoo no doubt created a ‘ SabJia' in bye- 
gone times, and this one iS another ‘ Sahha^ of that talented 
lady, Madame Tussaud. It is questionable why I make 
this comparison ? We all know how Dwriothana was put 
to shame by JDarma/rajoo at the sabha created by Mayoodoo, 
which fact is recorded in our sacred writing, the Mahalha- 
ratta, and similarly the creation of was: models by this 
lady artist tends to^ deceive visitors at this ^ace in taking 
the models for real mortals and vice vend. * On several 
occasions when I spent three or four hours there, wondering 
at the objects, I took for real human beings the wax 
models which are clad and jewelled richly, and often gave 
them room to pass on and nmilarly neared the visitors 
who stood motionless wondering and admiring them, taking 
them for wax models; such fun wo had here, and is it 
wrong then to say that this allusion is not appropriate ? 
The show-rooms are divided into a large room, Hall of 
Sovereigns, late Napoleon’s room, and the Chamber of 
Horrors, &c. 

In the large room I noticed the following list of impor- 
tant personages. The Queen, H, B. H. the Prince and 
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Princess of Wales, Marshal MacMahon, M. Thiers, 
Marshal Bazaine (the three last are known for their 


military skill in 


Franco-German War), Anne 


Boleyn (the fate of this unfortunate Queen will he noticed 
in the succeeding pages, the fate of whom I was informed 
when at Windsor Castle), Wolsey, Lord Byron, Charles 
Dickens, the immortal Shakespeare, Henry the VUE, the 
cruel husband of Anne Boleyn, and a reputed King for 
polygamy, Lord Macaulay, Earl of Mayo (our late Governor- 
General who fell a victim to a wretched Mahomedan’s 
weapon at the Andaman tslands). Sir Walter Scott, Prince 
Albert (our Queen’s husband), Mary Queen of Scots, Dr. 
Livingstone, Mr. H. Stanley (of these two I have already 
made mention), Omar Pacha (a reputed personage in the 


Crimean War), ' Tich’ 


t 

< Claimant,’ now Arthur 


Orton (whose avarice and fate you will note as you go on), 
Chaucer, Queen Elizabeth, Lady Jane Grey, the Duke of 
Edinburgh, Gladstone, Disraeli, Lord Lawrence, the 
Duke' of Cambridge, the Shah of Persia, and several 
others. In the Hall of Sovereigns below I noticed ; Oliver 
Cromwell, Charles IE, Queen Anne ; and to be brief the 
hall contains the English and French Courts wherein all 

4 

the living and dead sovereigns’ models, richly dressed and 

% 

j ewelled, are arranged. In the Napoleon Boom I noticed 
several French soldiers and sovereigns, and also the late 


corpse 


lying dead on his 

V 

i. Now I wUl say 
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“VTords about the Chamber of Horrors, -which is really a 
horror w^hen one steps in. This represents the Cawnpore 
Mutiny in 1857 in India, headed by the Nana Saib or 
Nana Ro-w. The illustration is so very exact that I 
thought I was on the battle field, and so did not stay long 
for fear of swooning. I cannot therefore say what I be- 
held in this Chamber except a glimpse I had of the Nana, 
Trhose model is placed in a sitting posture of pale dark 
color, with a braminical thread across his shoulder. If 
I- had known previously that the Chamber consisted of 
such horrible things, I should not have dared to go. But 
let that pass. 

This museum is kept open from -7 a. m. to 10 p. m., and 
the daily -visitors are countless. We were dble to know what 
was this and that by referring to a catalogue which is sold 

at the doot for a shilling. I shall be very brief in the 
following subject. 

The Trade. — Englishmen connect themselves with other 
nations by means of trade, railways and electric telegraphs, 
and their system of working is based on principles and the 
thorough understanding of commercial law. With their 
huge machinery in general at Manchester, Birmingham, 
Sheffield and other places, they make a double profit by 
importing raw materials from India and other countries, 
turning them out with a bettor shape and kind and by 
finding sale in those countries alone. To bo con-vincod 


that London is the commercial world, let any body spend a 
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few hours at the Docks and Eoyal Exchange and see if ho 
will not agree with me. It is for this reason that there 

are countless banks in this city, of which the Bank of 
England is mother-like. 

The Newspapers.— The Strand, Fleet Street, and other 
streets contiguous to these are noted for newspaper and 
printing offices in London, and here there are countless 
newspapers, the best and the oldest being the London Times, 
which appeared to the world on the 1st of January in the 
year 1788. The profits of this paper ought to be very great 
from the circulation it has. One cem easily judge how large- 
ly this paper is read by aU classes, from the fact of its being 
struck off as a second edition in the day. These newspaper 
presses possess peculiarly extraordinary power to strike 
off in one hour some thousands by means of steam power. 

For the information and number of sheets the Times 
contains, it is sold all over England for three pence only, and 

hour in the day any 
paper either at the Eailway stations or the crowded tho- 
roughfares of the city sold by the penny-news-boys, and 
on certain occasions when I was driving through the streets 
of the city, I purchased a copy of the Matrimonial News, 
a paper that contains aU kinds of funny notices, giving a 
full descrip'tion of the person, woman or man, age, dowry, 
&c., that intends marrying. It is a paper that never fails 
to contribute pleasure and mirth by the haro perusal of 
the same. 


is it not cheap ? One can get at any 
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The wide circulation of these papers is a proof of the wide 
diffusion of learning, and I noticed even cab-drivers holding 
papers in their hands and reading them when they had 
a respite from work. 

I will give for the information of my readers a nearly cor- 
rect list of newspapers and other periodicals published in 
London, and by this also the foregoing assertion that 
knowledge is spread widely may be determined. 


Monthly publications, about 

840 

Quarterly 

do. 

do. 

56 

Weekly 

do. 

do. 

200 

Daily 

do. 

do. 

12 


Claphan Junction. — This is a junction which connects 
different railway lines together, and at this junction four 
or five trains pr perhaps more meet«and arrive simul- 
taneously. The Eailway servants are very attentive to 
their work here as far as I noticed. I noticed on the 
ground nothing but a net work of rails, and at night 
time the innumerable signal blue and red lights looked 
very pretty when viewed from a distance. What can I say 
more than this ? 


Public Statues. 


martin 


one to save many a life and defend a country from pil- 
lage and eventual defeat, is well manifested by erecting a 


statue to perpetuate the memory of such a personage. Tho 
statesman and the sound pundit look to similar honor at tho 
shxino of the pubic and tho bounty of tho GioTeniinont . 
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There are others who hope to gain national honour. Well, 
London can boast of such distinguished men who havo 
cither subdued the Nana or have done some substantial 
good to the public or have won a naval battle. Londoners 
are ever ready to do honor to persons of this description, 
and it is worth while enumerating some of the statues 
I have often seen when driving, and the reason why they 
have been erected can be traced out easily by the readers. 
Besides the statues on the public roads, there are yet 
Countless statues within buildings, of which I will treat 
hereafter in the succeeding pages. 

The statues in London axe as follows : Eling James II., 
Lord Canning, Charles I., King George HE., King George 

4 

TV., Lord Nelson, at Trafalgar Square, with four hugo 
lions in foiu’ comers, Duke of Wellington near Hyde Park 
entrance, Achilles in the Hyde Park, General Napier and 
Maj or General Havelock, a military person distinguished 
in the Indian Mutiny ; opposite the International Exhibi- 
tion there is a statue of Prince Albert, the Queen’s husband, 

which was unfinished when we were in London, and like- 
wise one of the Earl Mayo at Holbum, which was recently 
inaugurated by our once noble Governor, Lord Napier, the 

predecessor of Lord Hobart. 


CHAPTEE Y 


LONDON WONDERS— 

BT. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL, ITS COST, THE WHISPERING GALLERY, 
STATOES — WESTMINSTER HALL, ITS HISTORY, TRIALS 
THEREIN — HODSBS OF PARLUMENT, THE LIBRARY, DIFFER- 
ENT GALLERIES -WESTMINSTER ABBEY, THE SERVICE, POET'S 
CORNER, SUNDAY OBSERVANCES — TOWER OF LONDON, ITS 
FORMER USE, EFFIGIES OF FORMER SOVEREIGNS, THE STATE 
JEWELS, THOSE WHO SUFFERED IN THE TOWER — GASLIGHTS 
— OMNIBUSES — CABS, THE KNOWLEDGE OP THE DRIVERS— 
POSTAL DELIVERIES, POST CARDS, SHILLING TELEGRAPH 
MESSAGES, POSTAL DIVISIONS — THE PARKS, SKATING, 
regent’s PARE, ST. JAMES* PARR, CHARLES I — BANK OF 
ENGLAND, CURIOSITIES — THAMES. TRAFFIC, THE RIVER’s 
RISE — THEATRES, ACCOMMODATION, “ MANFRED,” RICHE- 
LIEU,” SHAKESPEARE’S TRAGEDIES, “FAIR ROSAMOND” 
MONUMENT, FIRE OP LONDON. 

St. Paul’s Cathedral. — ^T p our bad luck this noble 

% 

/ 

bouse of God was under repair while we sojourned in 
London, and hence we had no chance of visiting it. 
Though we have not been there, still I may give here the 
information we gathered from our friends regarding this 
Church, which has been rung keenly into every one’s ears 
in connection with the Thanksgiving service held in it on 
the 27th of Pebruary 1873, to celebrate the recovery of 

H. B. H. the Prince of Wales from his late serious illness. 
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To trace out the origin of this Church, it is impossible for 
me to do, but the cost, as I was informed, amounted to 
nearly a crore of Bupees. It is also said that the sound 
of the peeling of the bell in the Church travels about 
twenty miles all round on a clear day. This edifice is 
fitted with a library^ and the greatest curiosities here are 
the geometrical staircase, which hangs without any visible 
support, and the whispering gallery. This name is 
well suited to it, for it carries a soft whisper or articula- 
tion of one’s speech from one end of the building to another, 
the distance being one hundred feet. It is here that 
many reputed men who died long ago, as lasers, states- 
men, soldiers, artists and poets have been buried, while 
some have likewise statues. They are as follows : Lord 
Nelson, the Marquis Cornwallis (better known to ignorant 
native people ia Madras as Walees Mdlees), Dr. Johnson, Sir 
John Moore and several others; and the total cost of the 
statues here amount to about thirteen lacs, which was 

I ' 

made up by public subscription. 

• • 

Westminster Hall. — Every English scholar will doubt- 
less call to memory the historical eminence for which 
this Hall is reputed. When we were there I was informed 
that our first Governor-General, Warren Hastings, Lord 

Byron, Lord Melville and othOTS had been tried in this 

* 

Halb The very appearance of this noble and venerable 

4 

edifice seems to impress on the minds of the visitors 

fact. As I have not read English History, I cannot chro- 

10 
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nicle the exact dates of such trials, but as for the founder, 
I am informed, that King William Eufus founded it, and 
since his time various improvements have been made, 
hence the cost must have been very groat. It is here that 
noble dispensers of justice in civil actions preside. Ad- 
j oining this are ; •— 

The Houses of Parliament. — It is in this building that 
all the m^bers meet and parliamentary questions are dis- 
cussed during the sessions, and it is in this alone that 
subjects connected with India, either for weal or woe, are 

a* 

handled, and our fate accordingly adjusted. The building 
is very spacious and grand in its structure, and the various 

chambers are fitted with, charts and vohimes of beokg> 

♦ 

in order that the members may refer to them before the 

discussion of a subject brought before Parliament. This 
house is divided into two parts ; one is set apart for the 

4 

House of Peers, and the other for the House of Commons, 
commonly known as the ‘ upper’ and the ‘ lower’ Houses^. 
The debating hall has splendid accommodation for royal 
members, called the ‘ Royal Gallery another for ladies, 
named the ‘ Ladies’ Galleiy ;’ another for Newspaper 
reporters, styled ‘ the Reporters’ Galleiy,’ and another for 
strangers, bearing the name of ‘Strangers’ Gallery,’ to 
hear the debates. Wo were unfortunate in not being 
able to witness such a scene and the debates of learned 

men, for we were in London when Parliament was not 
sitting. 
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Westminster Abbey. — This is another Church in Lon- 
don, and to tliis we had the pleasure of going often to hear 
the sermons preached in a solemn manner on Sundays, when 
under this roof, hundreds of people congregate. We took 
a pew for our use, and observed all the ceremonies com- 
mon among English-people at the time of prayer, that is 
to say, often- have we stood and sat. We were obliged 
to do this, though this was quite new to me ; ’and of all 

the programme during the service hours the most I liked 

/ 

were the Psalms sung by both sexes which was thrilling 
to the heart, and a chillness crept over my whole frame. 
At other times when the organ played, the music was 
very pleasing to the ear^ and characterized well with the 
object for which the people congregated. After the service 

was over, my attention was drawn to the building and its 
windows with panes of beautiful colored glass, with illus- 
trations bearing upon the facts in the Bible. At least 

I was informed so. Here I saw the old and venerable 

\ 

looking coronation chair, and also the * Poets’ Corner, a 
place where the mortal remains of illusti i®us men of letters 
and others of distinguished genius lay buried. To enume- 
rate them they are as follows ; — Chaucer, Shakespeare, 
Milton, Johnson, Spencer, Dryden, Butler, Addison, 
Thomson, Goldsmith, Garrick, Sheridan, Macaulay, Isaac 
Newton, William Pitt, &c. All over England on 
Sundays the streets are quite sHent, as no people or traflSc 
move except those who go to Church, and the public 
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conveyances used for the purpose of taking up and setting 
down passengers. The shops are all shut and theatres are 
all closed. Such is the observance EngHsh people pay 
attention to on Sundays, but the French people very 
much differ from them, which I will describe in the 
succeeding pages. 

The Tower of London. — This is replete with historical 
accounts, but I shall not here give the various events that 
have occurred in this place which, were recited fluently 
by tb.e warders who conducted at a time a batch of twelve 
visitors. But to be brief. Admission was got on payment 
of one shilling a head. This tower, in ancient times, was 
a fortress, subsequently a prison, and latterly a palace, and 

is divided injto many towers, the most important being 
the * Bloody tower,’ ‘Bell tower,’ ‘Devereux tower,’ 
* Flint tower,’ ‘ Jewel tower,’ ‘ Salt tower,’ &c. We were 
conducted to 'different towers by these warders, where I 
saw the effigies of hosts of English sovereigns of different 
periods, some of equestrian style, and others in a standing 
position with suits of armoxu', showing the fashion of 

I 

the periods in which they lived. 

As we moved on further, I noticed the various wea^ 
pons of those ages, and at this stage I felt a dislike to 
hear the accounts given by the warders, as they involved 
great atrocity. I was never under the iihpression that 
Englishmen were capable of doing such shocking deeds 

as were done in this tower, and hence I should suppose tho 
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English rulers in bygone times were really barbarous in 
toi’tui’ing the life of a culprit or a felon under the block 
and axe. At the end of this paragraph I will say who 
were the unfortunate kings and queens and princes and 

statesmen who suffered this kind of death. 

When we stepped into the virgin Queen Elizabeth’s 
armoury, the warder, as a mark of respect, saluted the 
Queen placed on the back of a horse in bronze ; after a 
few minutes’ stay we went to see the Regalia, where the 
crown jewels are lodged under strict guard. We gained 
admission on the payment of six pence. I spent a pretty 

long time here wondering at the collection of the State 
jewels. Our Sovereigns’ and Prince of Wales’ Crowns are 
very excellent and glittering with brilliants. The ancient 
Sovereigns’ crowns are also good, and therefore the price 

of those ought'to be very costly. 

% 

There is also one massive gold sceptre and two more called 
the Royal Sceptre and the Queen’s Sceptre ; and the blunt 
sword of mercv, and several others used at the time of the 
coronation of a King or Queen or at the christening of 
a royal infant. 

The names of persons^who are associated with this tower 
in a melancholy manner are as follows : — Sir Thomas 

Wyatt, Lady J ane Grey, Robert Devereux, the two sons 

• \ 

of Edward IV. , Katherine, Anne Boleyn, Cromwell, Charles 

I., Lord Dudley and several others. The Walls of this 

« 

entire edifice seem to be yet in a state of unceasing mourn- 
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ing, or, at least, thoy impress a visitor so after hearing tlio 
horrible accounts. 

Gas Lights. — The financial state of a municipal corpora- 
tion in a prosperous condition in a counti’y can only hope 
to have the luxury of burning gas, and this city enjoys 
this. In every street, road, corner, market, shop, and in 
every house gas is burnt. The gas jets are connected 
with pipes containing the gas, which are either buried or 
nailed in a wall or under the ground, and in every place 
where these lights are burnt, a gasometer is provided to 
test the quantity of gas used, by the authorities, to enable 
them to tax accordingly. I believe the rate of taxation is 
very moderate when compared with the expense that would 

otherwise be entailed if oil had to be used in its stead. 
I suppose one gas hght is equal to ten candles’ light. The 
greatest possible care ought to be used when lighting gas, 
for many buildings have taken fire, as I was informed, 
out of sheer carelessness, and to guard against such an 
accident that piece of work was allotted to my ayah, in- 
stead of to other servants. 

Omnibuses. — These are public conveyances formed by 
various companies, and the returns must be very satisfac- 
tory, owing to the multitude of passengers who daily, 
hourly, and minutely travel in them. They are drawn by a 
pair of horses, and provide accommodation for twenty-four 
persons, one-half inside and the other on the roof of the 

conveyance. Ladies usually do not occupy the roof which 
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is not slielterod, owing to the peculiarity of the climate. 

i 

It is astonishing to note with what zeal the occupants of 
the roof road their newspapers while the ’bus is moving 
on. The fare to travel in these conveyances is very 
low, and the conveyances ply in all directions from 
morning till midnight, in fact every minute. The 
vehicles are conducted by men called conductors, who 
eoramunicato to the driver by means of a bell either 


to stop or move on, at the beckoning of passengers either 
to get in or get out. These men are very shrewd in their 


work. 


and confusion 


travelling in these, or railways,’ or cabs, is to have 
copper change in a purse, and the utility of taking a purse 
containing gold, silver and copper about a person is very 
essential, especially in Eui’ope, as we know from experience. 


Cabs. — These 


The 

> dui 


are 


mile is one shilling 
ve two shillings and 


and 


for the information of the occupants of these cabs, is 
notified on tin plates and nailed in a prominent comer. 
The cab-dnvers, one and all of them, are very clever 
driving and seem to know the cricks and corners of 


London well. They are ready at the first call either when 


they are on the stand or while they move on. A foreigner 
that engages a cab, will undoubtedly say that they are 
clever and possess a thorough knowledge of the situation of 
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tlio houses to take a passenger to the right door without 
asking or needing information after being once told. This 
is capital. On two occasions when our carriage arrived 
late, we were compelled to engage cabs, not Hansom, 
when I personally experienced their efficiency in driving 
fast without accidents in the crowded streets of the city, and 
on a certain foggy day they shrieked loud at the approach 
of another cab or a *bus. These hacks can be engaged at 


hour 


The drivers 


their proper 


hours by reading the newspapers. 

Postal Deliveries. — Mercantile enterprises, combined 
with newspaper parcels, tend to increase the Post Office 
income to some millions in the year, and therefore the deli- 
veries in London are very numerous. There are two gi’eat 
facilities afforded to the genoi’al public, the one is the postal 
card and the other shilling telegraph messages for twenty 
words all over England. From the latter fact one 
might ask what need there was for telegraphic messages 
in London itself ? This medium of forwarding messages 
from one part to another is largely resorted to by tho 

people, and hence it is thriving. At convenient distances 
there are receiving houses for tendering messages, which 
are under the management of women alone. In London, 


the buildings are mostly traversed over by telegraphic 
wires for this purpose, which is the design of Sir Sydney 
Waterlow, and London is conveniently divided into E, W, 
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N, S, SE, SW, EO, NW, and so on, to afford facility 
in delivering packets and letters in the suburbs. 

The Parks. — In London there are many parks, and the 
largest are planted with various kinds of trees and arranged 
with fine long walks. These are Hyde Park, Regent’s 
Park, St. James’ Park, the Hreen Park and others; 
each of these is characterised by a broad expanse of 
downy turf, besides being full of historical allusions. For 

instance, the Serpentine river in Hyde Park, was formed 
by the Queen of George II. To this lake, during the sum- 
mer, thousands of people resort to enjoy a good bath, and 
in winter should the river be frozen, the pleasure of skating 
is sought after by many pleasure-seekers. Before the icy 
pathway is capable of bearing the burden of so many ska- 
ters, the police use their discretion in allowing them to do so, 
for, I was informed that a sad accident once occurred when 
many were buried under the ice. During the occasion of 
a review, this park is very grand in appearance, and in 
the season, all the fashionable society take exercise. 

Eeoent’s Park. — This Park derives its name from a 
certain English Sovereign, and is situated on the north side 
of the metropolis. There is an artificial lake, over which 
are thrown suspension bridges. Here and there, there are 
promenades, and close by the park mansions and. villas 
flank it. 

St. .T ame s* Park. — Various kings have taken care to 

improve this park, and many changes it has undergone 

11 
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from time to time. This is also a spacious park, and many 

* 

public buildings are situated close by it ; also there is a lake 
with a suspension bridge. Among many historical associ- 
ations connected with this park, the most striking is, that 
King Charles I, when he was conducted to be beheaded, 
passed at a slow pace in this park, holding conversation 
with his trustworthy servant and with the clergyman who 
attended upon him. His last words ought to bo really 
very painfaL 


Now, I know the history of this king, because in many 


of the houses I went tO) the picture of this king was put 
up in the drawing rooms, illustrating the calm state of his 
mind when taking leave of his dear wife, with a child in 
her arms, for the sca&dd, and the night previous he spent, 

s 

composed hours of rest in St. James’ Palace, which is now 
used for holding public levees by tho Queen and the Prince 
of Wales. This information I owe to my friends. 

I have given a su£S.cient account of the parks, and there- 


fore I shall not proceed further, except by saying that the 


principal park we always spent a few hours 


Park. 


The Bank of England. — This is the largest bank in tho 
world, and is situated in the city, having immense capital. 
Separate rooms are allotted in order to lodge notes, sove- 
reigns, silver and copper. The business done here is very 
great, from the fact that crowds of people may be seen 
entering and leaving the premises, at all times, in the coui’se 
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ef the clay. The gi’oatest wondei* here is Cotton’s machine 
for weighing sovereigns, which has a peculiarity of weighing 
30,000 sovereigns in a day separately, and during this pro- 
cess those that are under weight are instantly clipped and 

thrown into a receptacle, and the correct coins axe thrown 
on the other side ; these wonderful peculiarities are done 
by the machine alone, and the bank is provided with seven 
or eight sue hmachines. The printing process of notes is 
another curiosity. In all cases it is necessary to obtain an 
order from the Governor of the bank to inspect this, be it 
foreigners or Londoners. In Loudon, banking houses and 
banks count about ISO. 

4 

i 

Tue TuAirEs Traffic. — The traffic on the river is quite 
similar to that on the road,' from the fact of the immense 
number of steam boats that ply up and down the river 
every miuute to Greenwich, Kew, Richmond, Gravesend, 
Margate and Ramsgate j and the fare is very moderate. 
Eveiy steam boat carries a full losid of passengers. Wo 
have often taken a river excursion to some of these places. 
This river takes its source' or rise in Gloucestershire, 
and empties itself into tho English Channel, passing by 

Windsor, Hampton Court, Richmond, Chelsea, &c. 

% 

The Theatres. — All classes of people in London, after a 
weary day’s work, long for a place of recreation, and to 
meet their wishes there are innumerable theatrical houses, 
where everybody find admission according to their means. 
Almost all of these play-houses give accommodation 



84 


riCTUKES OF EXGLAKD. 


to foiir or five thousands people in the stalls, dress 
cirde, boxes and gallery,; vrith the exception of the stalls, 

the rest are built one over the other in the form of a ring, 
thereby giving advantage to all alike, to witness what is 
going on on the stage. These houses are hghtod with gas, 
and make one to feel the Indian heat. The whole jets 
are under the control of one adjusting screw, so that they 
ijaay bum dim or bright to suit the meaning of the play 
and scenery, and they are lighted by means of electricity. 
The actors are all composed of grown up women, men, and 
grirls. One should not suppose for a moment that because 
they are actors and actresses they are not very clever and 
ready witted, which you will note hereafter. Many pro- 
prietors have retired frbm this business after amassing large 
fortunes owing to the public patronage they had. There 
is one lady songstress in London, by name Madame Patey, 
whose reputation draws thousands of people when she 
performs. The London Stereoscopic Company sell in largo 
quantities the photos of famous actors and actresses. 

I must also state here that the members of the Eoyal 
family have reserved boxes, and also the nobilitj-. The 
Queen very often honored the theatres with her august 
presence during the lifetime of her husband, but not since 
his death, as has been stated to me. 

I have been to many theatres engaging a seat in the box 
with my husband and sciwants, and at each time I went I 
made it my special duty to understand what the play was 
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about ; for it is only then one can relish tbo performance 


on the stage. Manfred 


put on the stage when we wore there. The constant change 
of scenery wgs very exact to nature, and the performers, 
with ease displayed striking powers of memory in reciting 
exactly to the text. Of all the sceneries the best I liked 
was Manfred alone upon the cliffs, the eagle passing, the 
appearance of the Chamois Hunter, and the awful rising 
of a female figure, preceded by smoke from under the 
ground, after the recitation of the following lines : 


Man Look there ; What dost thou see ? 

Ahhot Nothing. 

Man Look here, I say, and steadfastly; — now tell 


me what thou seest ? 

This figure was so ghost-like that an English gentleman 

4 

in the stalls at the appearance of the female figure shriek- 
ed and fell insensible to the ground. Instantly a medical 

man who happened to be there volunteered to render aid, 
and a few miuxitcs after this man, wo were glad to note, 
made his appearance again. 

At the Lyceum the play, “ Eichelicu,” was performed 
with great success, and the number of people-assembled was 
very great. Now about the tragedy of Shakspear, Antony 
and Cleopatra, as performed in Drury Lane Theatre. The 
scenery on the stage as usual was very excellent, and Miss 
Wallis acting the part of Cleopatra was frequently cheered 
by the clapping of hands ; and when she applied the asj) to 
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her breast, the whole house wore a sorrowful appearance, 
and still more so when soldiers lowered their weapons at 
the command of Caesar as a mark of respect to the dead 
woman, and when music played the funeral air. 

In order to bo brief, I shall only say a few words about 
theplay— “Pair Rosamond”— at theNational Amphitheatre. 
This play was preceded by circus performances of difficult 
equestrian feats by women, which were very excellent. 


Pair Rosamond was the 


Henry 


* 

England. The vaiious sceneries here were not behind the 
others I have already mentioned. 

Henry’s landing at Portsmouth, his coronation with 
Queen Eleanor, the battle of Bridgenorth, the battle field 
at dawn of day, men and horses slain, and fires besides 
those that were wounded, and A. Beckett’s arrest by three 
robust soldiers in the cloister, where he was in company 
with several boys with lanterns in hand, bore a marked 

4 

curiosity to the visitors. Thus far I have hitherto been 


describing the glowing accounts, and to say more words 


fail me to give an account of the magic effect of these 
fairy-like theatres. 

The Monument : — This column was erected to comme- 
morate the disastrous fire that broke out in London in the 
reign of Charles II, in the year 1666 . It appears that this 

event is also acted in the theatre and styled the “ Fire of 
London.” 
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The Lord Mayor and Lord Mayor’s Day. — In order 
to gain this dignified position, many wealthy merchants 
accumulate large fortunes and strive to be elected first an 
Aldeiman, and by rote succeed to the Lord Mayorship, 


and continue so for one full year. 


May 


no pay as the chief Magistrate of the Metropolis, and during 
his one year’s administration he resides in the Mansion 
House, and has to give public dinners to the Ministers and 
Pi-inces, and perhaps to foreigpi Emperors and Kings 
duiing their visit to London ; all at his own expense. It 
appears that each dinner will not cost less than Es. 20,000, 
Besides, a Lord Mayor has scarcely time to breathe in that 


one year. The procMsion of 


Mayor 


saw on the 10th of November 1873, was 


grand 


With the view to witness the same, we occupied a house 
in the Strand. The whole route along which the civic 
procession moved consisted of the Lord Mayor elect, Ex- 
Lord Mayor and Sherifis, and numberless sicrhtseers : and 
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the owners of the houses who hire out seats for these, make 
plenty of money on such festive occasions. Towards 
evening a grand dinner at the Guildhall was given, when 
long speeches of congratulation were made. 


The Life of Shi Sydney Waterlow, Bart. — Sir Sydney 
Waterloo, of whom the late Lord Derby, in a speech at 
a banquet given in the Mansion House, said, ‘ ‘ the name of 
Waterlow itself is hardly more generally known than the 
name of Aldeiman Waterlow,” is the fourth son of Mr. 
James Waterlow, now of Huntingdon Lodge, Suirey, and 

was born in London in 1822. Sir Sydney’s beginnings 
were not so small as those of the famous Dick Whitting- 
ton, but to his industry and perseverance he owes his 
present high position. He was well educated at a Gram- 
mar School in Southwark, and at the age of fourteen was 
apprenticed to learn the art of printing with the Queen’s 
printer, the late Mr. Thomas Harrison. After his appren- 
ticeship was ended, he went on the Continent, and entered 
into the service of Messrs. Galignani in Paris. There he 

stayed but one year, and returned to England in 1^44 to 
join his father and brother’s printing business in London- 
Wall. How small in comparison with the immense build- 


firm 


One 


of the leading departments of the business was railway 


work, the execution of which is stiU entrusted to Sir Syd- 


ney’s sons and successors. Sir Sydney married in 1845, but 


it was not till the year 1855 that he came into public notice. 
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In tliat year he was unanimously elected to represent the 

% 

Ward of Broad-street in the City Corporation. This was a 
gi’eat event in his public life, for new opportunities present- 
ed themselves for displaying his abilities in connection 
with city improvements. His first idea was to connect 
the different police stations in the city by means of electric 
wires above the tops of buildings ; to show the practica- 
bility of the plan he persuaded his brothers to allow hi 
to join their ofidees in London- Wall with those in Birchin- 


le and Parliament Street, by a singl 
first met with rebuffs, but nothing 
t his plans, seeing its success, tl 


His scheme 


gladly availed themselves of his idea. Sir Sydney now 
became popular, and in 1862 , was made an Alderman. As 


as 


meantime his 


fellow-citizens. In the 
Wall had largely developed. The printing of the minutes 

4 

of Parliamentary Committees, &c,, being sent to his 
firm, where work was always done with the greatest 
expedition, more hands being employed by night than 

by day. Sir Sydney made good use of his wealth. Few 
men have done more for ameliorating the condition of the 
poorer classes of London, particularly in providing decent 


houses for them 


formatio; 


Industrial Dwellings 




Chairmanship 


he was elected. In 1866 the Queen conferred oh him the 
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honor of Knighthood, while he was Sheriff of London 

and Middlesex. The event which led to this was the 

# 

splendid reception given to the Sultan of Turkey and the 
Viceroy of Egypt by the Corporation of London. In 1872 
Sir Sydney was made Lord Mayor of London, that goal 
to which all hard-working men may attain. Her Majesty 
was so pleased with the munificence displayed by Sir Sydney 

during th6 visit of the Shah of Persia, as well as with his 
many acts of public usefulness, that she created him a baro- 
net. Since then he has been elected member for Maidstone. 
Last , year he was elected Treasurer of St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital. It is years since Sir Sydney Waterlow withdrew 
from business, but his time is always occupied in doing acts 
of kindness to the poor. His purse is always at the service 
of those who need his aid. His last act of kindness was that 
of presenting Landerdale House to the Governors of St. 
Bartholomew’s, for a convalescent Home in connection with 
the Hospital. 

Judges’ Procession. — ^After partaking of a public break- 
fast all the legal members and others arrive at Westmin- 
ster Hall and march on at a slow pace, in a train wearing 
their curly wigs, to their respective chambers, order being 
preserved by the Police. A striking character of a few 
men was exhibited at the sight of certain benchers by 
hissing out, and at the sight of another a loud cheer by 
calling out the name of such person. Ah ! what freedom 
is this ! This custom of the procession is time-honored, 
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one wliicli is generally observed on tbe first day after tlie 
Court’s vacation. 

Tichborne, or the Claimant Trial. — The claimant iu 
this case who represented that he was the nearest and next 
rightful heir to the estate bequeathed by a certain rich 
lady, filed a civil action in a London Court, which, after 
being heard for many months, was decided against him on 
the ground of his not being the right person, after which 
he was charged with perj ury and was tried and convicted 
to penal servitude. 

Every evening supporters of the claimant’s action were 
seen creating a noise and chaos at the Westminster 
Court premises, especially when the Judges were leaving 
their ofB.ce. Wherever we went the conversation in general 
was about this man, be the company men or women ; and 
even at the theatres and other places of amusement al- 
lusions were always made regarding this Luge person, 

and his able barrister, Dr. Kenealy. I think this is a 
freedom the European actors enjoy to make jocular 
allusion upon great persons’ shortcomings and eccentii- 
cities. Even at the time the Sailor Prince was wooing 
the Russian Princess, there was an allusion to this alliance 
which created a sensation among the crowds of people 
assembled at a certain theatre. I do not, for a moment, 
doubt such being mamool that. Col. Baker who attempted 
to outrage the modesty of that bold young lady Miss 

Dickenson, which has made such a lasting impression upon 
the minds of people in the world, escaped a joke. 
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KlCHMOKDj DISTANCE FEOM LONDON— KEW, BEAUTIFUL GARDENS, 
THE PALM-HOUSE — GREENWICH, ITS. OBSERVATORY AND 
HOSPITAL, THE ORPHAN SCHOOL, CAPTAIN BOURINS, THE 
-5HVER EXCURSION — BRIGHTON, THE OLD SHIP HOTEI., 
king’s ROAD GAY APPEARANCE, THE BRIGHTON SEASON, 
THE PIERS, THE GRAND AQUARIUM, THE PAVILION, THE 
BRIGHTON BATHS — WINDSOR, ITS HISTORY, QUEEN ANNE’s 
WALK, A CLEAR VIEW OP THE QUEEN, BALMORAL CASTLE, 
HENRY THE VIU. AND ANNE BOLEYN, SPANISH ARMADA, 
THE CURFEW BELL, THE CLOCK, THE HORSE OP H. R. H. 
THE LATE PRINCE CONSORT — PRINCESS BEATRICE, A VIEW 
OF ETON AND THE COLLEGE, VIRGINIA WATERS — THE 
MODEL FARM OF PRINCE ALBERT. 

Eichmokd, — Tlie trees in the Park, close to this village,^ 
seem to be many years old fi-om tbe bulk of the trunks. 
We did not enjoy tbe trip so much as we expected, owing 
to a sudden change in the weather. ITo wards evening we 
left the place. The distance from liondon is about six 
miles. 

Kew. — To this pretty village we went on an afternoon. 
It is about seven miles from London. The Kew Gardens 
are very beautiful and fail not to recreate the visitor. The 
most admirable object here is the ‘palm house,’ in which 
there are indigenous Indian plants,such as the palm and such 

like, in full growth, which is, owing to the fact of the hot- 



BRIOIITOX, 


93 


Jiouse in w hich they grow, being in the shape of a glass 
liouse of pretty good size, affords the waz^mth of the Indian 
climate. The flower beds are very neatly and tastefully 
laid out, and we enjoyed our walk very well. Till evening 
wo were here, and we repaired to these gardens three or 
four times during our stay in London. No fee is levied on 
those who resort to this place. 

Greenwich. — We proceeded to this town by water 
(Thames) from Charing OrosSi This town is famous for its 
Observatory, Park and Hospital. When we arrived at this 
place, we visited the Orphan School, and Captain Bourins, 
its Principal, and his good wife who were very kind and 
hospitable to us in showing all the classes and giving us 

9 

every information regarding the working of the institu- 
tion. After this, we left the town, having driven about the 
place for a few hours, in a steamboat to Charing Cross. 

Brighton. — ^We proceeded by the irOn road from Vic- 

9 

toria Station in London, and alighted^ at this watering- 
place, lodging in the Old Ship Hotel, King’s Eoad, facing 
the beach. This sea-side town appeared to me very much 
like Madras, with its two piers, one old and the other new 
jutting out into the sea. At the end of the new pier there 
are restaurants and photo-studios, the one for the conveni- 
ence of wearied visitors, andihe other to take the likenesses 
of such visitors who wish it. Londoners resort to this 
town in summer, on which occasion it is greatly crowded and 
every article is dear. Though this is the case, yet I noted 
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several fasliioEable ladies and geutiemoii mount horses 
and pass along the King’s Eoad with their pages likewise 
following them at a respectful distance. I heliovo these 
pages are used instead of horse-keepers. I noted the same 
in Hyde Park too. As wo occupied an hotel which is sit- 
uated on the Beach road, it drew my attention towax’ds 
several wooden cages on wheels, deposited along tho Loach 
opposite, and on asking their use, we were informed that 
these cages or wooden bath rooms, giving room for six or 
more ladies, are used by them during the summer time for 
tho purpose of enjoying a sea bath, leaving the cage at a 

certain depth in the sea. Every precaution is, of course, 
taken to prevent exposure. This practise is very strange, 
and at the first hearing it creates admiration in an Indian. 

We drove about the town and saw all the things we could 
see and among them I include the most wonderful Aquarium, 
to which place numberless people go Ihrougliout tho day. 
I was much astonished to seethe various aquatic creatures. 
We could spend some hours here for there are comforts open 
to all. During oiu- stay here we wont to a theatre and wit- 
nessed the play “ Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp,” and, 

as usual, it was good and well-attended. To^his town George, 
an English King, resorted very often and a Pavilion beai’s 

his name. This seaport town is also noted for its mineral 
baths. The bath-rooms hero are very excellent and are 
provided with electric bolls. 

Windsor. — Her Majesty, Queen Victoria, resides in 
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Wiadsor Castle during the winter. This is a pretty little 
town where the predecessors of the Queen spent their 
lifetime as a principal place of residence. At this Castle 
we were fortunate enough to have a glimpse of the Queen 
while she was diiving slowly in a phaeton, drawn by two 


anniversary of her husband 


How 


filed with 


pomp, either in attendance or di’oss ! She is short in sta- 

4 

ture and rather stout in person. How often, as five and six 
times, have we gone from Paddington Station to Windsor 
by the railway for the purpose of having a view of the 
Maha Banee, and waited at the entrance of the gateway 
near Queen Anne’s Walk, emling in disappointment, to 
hear from the guards that the “ Queen had been out for a 
drive,” and ‘^may come out in the evening,” “perhaps 


and 


journeys 


and the idea of having a view of her was the grandest 
object of my visit. 

On oui’ first trip to Windsor, when the Queen was at 
Balmoral, in Scotland, we had the best opportunity of 


ound 


shall enumerate all 


I saw. In the old castle there are antiquarian remains, 
and famous spots in connection with great men, such as 
the cell of the Earl of Surrey where he was imprisoned by 
Henry VIII. ; the spot where Henry Vill. and Anne 
Bolejm witnessed the execution of a butcher ; William the 
Conqueror’s luncheon room used as a place of rest after 
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hunting in the new Forest; the archway, where the 
death warrant was issued by Henry VIII., to behead the 
good and innocent Queen, Anne Bolejm ; the antiquarian 
I'emains are the gun taken by the virgin Queen Elizabeth 
in the Spanish Armada ; the Curfew Bell introduced in the 
time of William the Conqueror ; the wooden clock placed in 
the time of Charles II., 1688 , which is now in movement 
and is daily wound uy . • The other portion of the castle, built 
by ancient sovereigns, is well looked after by tbe Queen, and 
it is in this castle that aU the members of tho Eoyal family 
are solemnly married, for instance, the Prince of Wales 
and the Marquis of Lome. Here also there is the Royal 
stabling and an open yard for the Royal members while 
they take riding lessons. While at the stabling it was 
very interesting to see a grey horse which bore on its 

back the person of H. R. H. Prince Albert, our Queen’s 

/ 

hxisband, and it is still said that Her Majesty pays per- 
sonal attention to the horse. This shows the respect and 
love she bore towards her beloved ^husband. This castle 
is replete with paintings all round, and from this we 
drove to the Windsor Park. This beautiful and extensive 
parlc was designed by Queen Aime, and there is a long 

walk called after her name (Queen Anne’s Walk). This 
long walk was completed by George IV. The length of 
it is four miles. 

The Queen every day takes her drive in this park during 
her stay here, and even takes a walk with her youngest 
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dauglitov, tho Princess Beatrice. I should have said before 
that while we wereratthe luncheon-room” of William I., 
we had a clear view of Eton and its College which has 
produced so many men of genius. To this College many of 
the sons of the nobility go. On our way to Virginia Water 
close by, we glanced at the model farm of Prince Albert 
and his sporting grounds. What painful reminiscences 
they must have for the Queen of her husband. On 
all occasions we visited Windsor and drove about the 
long walks. History was always poured into my ears, that 
is to say, 1 was perfect in reciting the facts connected with 

this town and its castle. 



CHAPTER VIII, 


THE BlilTtSH MUSEUM, ITS LIBRARY — BAZAARS AND ARCADEf^, 

curiosit;es therein — the national gallery, si^ 

EDWARD IA.NDSEBR S PAINTINGE — DORE’S PICTURE OA LLERY 
— COVENT GARDEN, SEASON FLOWER AND VEGETABLES— 

4 

ASIATIC HOME, SERVANT'S REFUGE, — KENSINGTON PALACE 
AND GARDENS, QUEEN VICTORIANS BIRTH PLACE — INNS 
OF COURT, MANU, LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS — BATH-ROOMS, 
accommodation, DIFFERENT KIND OF BATHS — MARKET?, 
LBADENHALL POULTRY MARKET — ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS, 
CURIOSITIES THEREIN, REFRESHMENT ROOM, PICTURE 
GALLERY — EGYPTIAN HALL, DR. LYNN’S ENTERTAINMENTS 
—ROYAL POLYTECHNIC, DIVING BELL AND OTHER CURI- 
OSITIES — THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, ALBERT HALL, 
THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH AS THE BEST VIOLINIST, 
CARRIAGE DEPARTMENT, CONFECTIONARY ROOM AND 
OTHER CURIOSITIES. 

The British Museum. — This museum is many times 
greater and far superior to otir museum. It contains about 
90,000 volumes of books, and about a similar number of M 
S.S. and different other curiosities. I cannot give a detailed 
account of what it contains, and it would even occupy some 

'i 

weeks’ time for a man of letters to go through the museum 
minutely and recount the same. It is sufficient therefore 
to say that J was pleased with what I beheld there. 
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Bazaars and Arcades. — The pretty arrangement of the 
London bazaars beats otir shops in the Broadway and 
Mount Eoad in every respect. These bazaars contain 
articles of novel description which do not fail to attract 
the attention of the passers-bj'. They are situated ad- 
vantageously in rows under an arcade, and afTord infinite 
pleasure to the public, though persons may not purchase 

t 

the goods. Wo visited several of these bazaars, and I 
purchased a few articles, and amongst them the following 
are the best to my knowledge : — Soho Bazaar, Bur- 
lington Arcade, the German Fair, and the Islington 
Bazaar. 

Tue National Gallery. — This picture house is near 
Trafalgar Square, and from here a good view of the 
Square is obtained. The best artistic productions of 
eminent men are here to be seen, and on certain days 
i n the week artists go here to study. The late Sir Edward 
Landseer’s best paintings I saw, who died while we were 
in London, and whose likeness we beheld in the Illustraied 
London News at the time of our stay in England, I 
learnt that the four lipns placed in the four corners of 
Trafalgar Square, were the designs of this able artist. A 

kind of stimulating desire , is created when hero, in one’s 

* 

In east, to study and learn the art, at least, I had that 
desire. 

Dork’s Pi ctv re Gallery. — The large pictures that adoim 
this building arc of a scriptural type, and, as a matter of 
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course, I did not relish them, though they were very good. 
People whom I saw here wore a very solemn appearance, 
and only whispered to each other ; this silence is attribu- 
table more to the religious character of the paintings 
than anything else. 

CovKNT Gaeden. — This is a beautiful market, where 
various kinds of flowers and vegetables are sold , and which 
far excels the Bangalore flower and vegetable market. 
All the season flowers, fruit and vegetables were laid Out 

there when we went, and I made a few purchases of cut 

% 

flowers and bouquets which wore finished with taste involv- 
ing great labor. We inhaled the sweet odour of different 
flowers all the time we stayed there. 

Asiatic Hohe oe Steangbrs’ Home. — ^This is a charitable 

institution where stray Asiatics who are destitute are provid- 

0 

od with meals and clothing. It was in this home our servant 
was lodged and was fed for about three weeks. Besides the 
charity of clothing and feeding, the Board undertakes to 

procure a free p assage to such inmates who wish to return 

* 

to their native land. This is very generous and affords 

proof of the humane feelings, those concerned with it are 

possessed of. We were informed by the Governor of this 

institution that at one time, some years back, the famous 

Poo Mudaly, a Madras gentleman found a refuge 

in.this home when he was penniless. Our Eajahs ought 

to found such charitable homes in the Presidency towns. 
Kensington Palace and Gardens. — In this palace our 
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Queon was born, and hence this building is famous. Ad- 
joining this is the garden bearing the name Kensington 
^ai’den, and it is contiguous to Hyde Park. The walks 
here are beautifully arranged, and afford pleasure for a few 
hours of repose. There is also a museum called Kensington 
Museum, which is not like other museums in my opinion. 

Inks op Court. — In London there are three Inns of 
Coui't, called the Inner Temple, Q-ray’s Inn and Lincoln’s 
Inn, and in these alone the Hindoos who go from India 
study and qualify themselves for the bar. Our friend Mr. 
P. Vencatakristnamah Nayadu was kind in taking us to the 
Inn he was studying in, and it will be well to state some facts 
conceniing it. The building is very spacious and gmnd in 
structui-o, and the largo hall is adorned with the likenesses 

4 

of the law founders of the grand races among the people of 
tho world, out of which I noticed that of Manu, our law-giver. 
The picture of this Brahmin is really the production of an 
artist, which fact is well known. After viewing the library 
wo were conducted to the kitchen where viands had been 
cooked to provide meals for tho benchers, practising 
barristers and students during the terms. It is imperative, 
it appears, that a Hindoo student, bo he a Brahmin or Bulga, 
should eat meals to finish his term with Englishmen, and 
at the same table. The groimds attached to this inn look 
very inotty, and bear tho name “ Lincoln Inn Fields.” 

Bath Booms. — While at Madras it was compulsory, or 
it was a habit, I should say, to wash or batho daily. But 
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that luxury failed us iu England owing to tho peculiarity 
of the climate. When we were in want of that luxury we 
sought the same at tho Argyll Baths. It is questiorablq 
why people should go to other places to have a bath rather 
than their houses. It is because the houses in England 
are so vei*y peculiarly constructed that ono cannot hope to 
enjoy a, bath in his house except where the same is provid- 
ed in very 

suiting their means. Only in a large establishment dif- 
ferent kinds of baths can bo enjoyed by both men and 
women, such as warm, cold, swimming, baths, Harbel, 
Sulphur, Vapor, Harrogate, Donahe, Bran and Tidenan’s 
Sea Salt Baths, from five shillings and upwards. 

Women’s rooms are quite apart from men’s and women- 
servants alono wait upon ladies, and in these bath-houses 

©very comfort may be had, and the drawing-rooms are 
replete with the loading daily newsi)apers. The rooms are 

furnished tastefully and fitted with tho richest furniture, 
and the dressing-rooms are also equal to the otlier rooms. 
Gn entering a bath-room one has to pay at the entrance so 
much for the kind of bath one wants to enj oy, and a ticket 
is issued instantly after the railway fashion, and a boll 
rung. A man-servant or maid-servant puts in his or her ap- 
pearance, as the case may be, and orders are given and the 
comer is conducted to tho right place. All this is done in 
a few seconds. The faro for a bath is undoubtedly great, 
and the bathing charges alone for a single person for once 


large mansions. People therefore resort to ono 
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month, would come to £1, to take one twice a week at a 
respectable bath-house. This is my impression of all the 
bath-houses in England ; the best I liked was the Brighton 
baths which are not only grand in appearance^ but also 
aflFord the greatest comfort. 

Mareets. — London can boast of several splendid markets 
and from these the suburban vendors get their supplies. 
The construction of some of these appears like the terminal 

building of a railway line. There is a poultry market at the 
back of the East India Avenue^ called “ Leadenhall 
Market,” and there is one at Islington. Of these I had a 
glance, as I cotild not venture to stroll and see the 
place, owing to all classes of people thronging there and 

4 

the niunber of gigs and cars standing outside. 

Zoological Gardeks.^Wo feasted oui* eyes in seeing the 
rare collections of animals and birds here, on the payment 

s 

of a few shillings. The walks are tery beahtifully arrang- 
ed, and here and there flower beds are placed in an inviting 
style. Added to these, there are creepers silently climbing 
a wall or a tree, and there are artificial ponds and earth 
mounds or promenades. Out of the numerouh collections 

of animals, birds, and reptiles those that drew my atten- 
tion the most vi^re as follows : — The crowned pigeon, the 
hanuman, the sea lion, the fish house and the American 
rattle snake. After three hours’ walk around the gardens, 
we stepped into the picture gallery where a series of water 
color drawings are exhibited, and owing to the life-like 
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linisb. it is no wonilor that I should have admired tliem. As I 
have already obsei*vod, that in such places where thousands 
of people resort, a refreshment room is provided, and in 
the refreshment stall we took our luncheon consisting of 
biscuits, tea and fruit. 

Egyptian Hall. — Every evening there was a magic 
entertainment given by the famous Dr. Lynn who is verily 
the magician of the Arabian Nights, far excelling our native 
jugglers. Whatever he performed on the stage, it .was 
with ease and perfection, and the majority of the spectators 
were therefore led to believe in the existence of spirits, 
though he declared that there was^no spirit medium. I 
shall here state one fact. Will it not, the imjiieriov^ hlood 
writing, the spirit calculator, the great fish trick, the blood 
toriiing on the arm, and the magio grotcth of flowers, inapress 
on the minds of the spectators the existence- of spirits? 
Yes, though some may not believe, yet I was obliged to 

suppose so. 


During the performance, which he did with grace and 
ease, he was very fond of making use of the phrase how it 
is done'' chiefly at the success of a trick which caused loud 
laughter among the people followed by clapping of hands. 

Dr. Lynn’s success is so gi’eat and his patronage so unbound- 
ed that he performed twice a day, excepting, of course, on 
Sundays. I went more than once, and each time I went, I 

noticed a change in his programme. 


Kotal Polytechnic. — This is a scientific institution 
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where lectures are delivered to students and the public 
with practical illustrations (duriug the year), and it is 
worth one’s while to go to this institution in order to 
witness the Diving Bell, Domestic Electricity, the Model 
Engine, the Siller Light, ^'c. I never lost an opportunity of 
witnessing the expeiiments of scientific wonders in this 

4 

building with my husband and friends. On a certain week- 
day I went there at about 7 a. m. and heard the lecture 
of Mr. H. Edmonds on tho Demonstration of new Inventions, 
and again one by Professor Gardner on Sugar from the 
cane to the tea cup, and again one "by Mr. J.L. King on Domestic 
Electricity. The entertainment was brought to a close 
by the performance of the ** Enchanted Glen,'* which was 
a play in which spectral illusions was introduced. 

Whatever I had heard of Englishmen’s scientific enter- 
prise, was but a report, but now after a clear demonstra- 
tion of the various powers of electricity and the mode of 
detecting a thief by means of electricity alone, shows us, 
that there is not a shadow of a doubt in believing tho 
advantageous results. For instance, to this wonderful 
natural force by which news is flashed from one end of 
the earth to another in a moment’s time, is due the wealth 

4 

and prosperity of the British nation and the vast extent 
of dominions belonging to them. 

When wo turned to the ' Central Hall we saw many 
objects of interest, aroongst which I particularly noted 

4 

the foUow'ing. The Magneto-Electric Machines ■ presided 

11 
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over by Mrs. Baker, tlio magnificent Geological Model, 
shoioing tJie worMng of mines, ^-c. and the groat Tank with 
the Diving Bell. It will be right to givo a short account 
of the latter. 

Several people got inside that roomy hell wliioh was 
attached to a crane and coil of rope, and it was afterwards 
lowered into the tank, Avhilo fresh air was being pumped 
into the hell by means of a pipe, and in a few minutes the 
bell was submerged, strange to say people expressed no 
sense of uneasiness while in the water. This was the first 
time I ever saw the diving process, though I have often 

heard people mention tho diving bcU. I loft the place 

✓ 

quite contented with what I saw. 

International Exhibition. — This Exhibition abounds 
with many objects of admiration, and it is therefore essen- 
tial in the case of a visitor to England to go there and 
pass through tho various depai'tments minutely. With 
tliis building tho Albert connected, where eveiy-day, 

in tho afternoon, an organ is played before a crowded house. 
On aiccount of the time one has to spend, as long as four 
or five hours, a refreshment-room is provided owned by 
Messrs. Spiers and Ponds. This firm’s success is so great 
that at all tho principal Railway stations, they have refresh- 
ment-rooms which are superintended mostly by women. 

The Albert Hall concerts aro very attractive. Some- 
times tho Duke of Edinburgh takes part in playing tho 
violin with tho orchestra, while the Royal members honor 
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them with 
boxes. Tl] 


confiuin 


Eoyal personage 
violin. Wo had 


Duke play once in the Albert Hall. 

The prominent features of the Exhibition is pamting— 
both in oil and water colors. These are good without any 
question. Now I will say something about the industrial 
branch. When wo stepped into the carriage department wo 


saw excellent designs of vohiclps of every shape and form ; 
then we turned to a place where machinery was in motion 


and saw how silk and other fabrics were woven by young 
women, and again we saw how ivory fancy articles were 
finished. Then again, we wended our way, and came to 
the confectionery room, where we saw how a machine sepa- 
rated linseed from the husk and' powdered it, and mustard 
undergoing the same process and made fit for the table. W e 
also saw how lozenges and other confections were made by 
the hand. These workmen and women were very kind in 


presenting me with one thing and another they wero work- 
ing- at, for which 'I offered my salaams while accepting 


them. 


througl 


the departments cost us about four shillings each. 




CHAPTER IX. 


WINTER AND ITS PECULIARITY IN ENGLAND— THE FIRE PLACE 

AND THE FIRE — THE GREAT FOG OP LONDON IN 1873 
MV IMPRESSIONS OP LONDON WORLD. 


Winter 


four 


all over England 


is quite ignorant of the four, names of the seasons and the 

date of their appearance in the year, might perceive the 
four sti 


mirror 


before the face there. But in this land it is not so, and 
therefore the masses of people are only aware of two sea* 


and 


We 


autumnal 


by the branches of trees being entirely denuded of leaves. 

months passed leaving the most 


That 


autumnal 


season 


selves with flannels, &c., to combat the effects of the wintry 
climate. At last we gained the day,' and hence wo wero 
fortunate, and it was no less to t^e admiration of those of 
our European friends who advised us to escape the wintry 
season by going to Italy, and staying there till that season 
was over. An Indian winter is far higher in temperature 
than an English winter, and with all our accoutrement 
of warm clothing, we suffered much from the severity of 
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the cold thougli we were not taken ill. That was a gi'eat 
consolation to us and our friends. 

The rare phenomena during the English winter to those 
Indians unacquainted with Astronomy, is that the sun 
appears late, say at about 8-10 in the morning and sets at 
about 3-50 in the afternoon, when darkness of course ensues 
and lights are lit, and perhaps at times the sun does not make 
his appearance, and therefore a whole day is as night. It 
is also a pleasing sight in winter to see th e snow flakes 
fall like white feathers from a bird. What a beautiful 
spectacle this scene presented to us while passing in the 
Railway from Paris to our head-quarters, causing us to 
reflect on the wondrous doings of nature ! 

There is another wonderful sight to the eyes of an 
Indian, which is, the water freezing into ice during winter, 
and I was quite amazed to see the water of a lake in 

Paris having undergone that change. It would be edifymg 
to state how the people of England resist the inclemency 
of that season. By wearing seal-skin jackets and using 
muffs made of the skin of the same animal, which are very 

costly on the wrists, the women resist the cold, and the men 

% 

by wearing long over-coats made of stout fabric and by 
having suitable gloves on effect the, same. They never 
shrink from taking exercise in the open air and why ? In 
order to keep the blood in circulation. There is another 
comfort which the poor and rich alike enjoy during the 

I 

winter season of the year. 
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The Fire Puace ajnd the Fire. — If tliis were not in use 
ill every house many would die or be seriously affected 
by the cold. It helps to alleviate the biting cold a good 
deal by exposing the body and the limbs before a bright 
glowing fii'o. This placo is the rendezvous of a family in 
the long evenings where the young and old meet and spend 
the time in a pleasant manner. Sach house boasts of such 
a requisite luxury in three or fourrooms^ and wherever 
we went toi either a Bailway station or a hotel, there was 
a fire in the waiting-room or in the drawing-room. The 
reader may very likely believe that wo enjoyed the fire iu 
houses, railway waiting-rooms, and at hotels, but what 
did we expect in a railway carriage when a journey takes 
some hours before we reach the destination. I shall be 
too glad to answer that the railway companies are very 
kind by supplying hot- water zinc canisters and changing 
them when they get cool. This is really a great comfort 

effected by the railway companies, and wdien I travelled 
on the railway during winter I thought much of their bene- 
volence. 

The Great Fog of London in 1873 : — Most of the 

N 

Londoners in the winter go abrbad in order to escape these 
unpleasant occurrences. • Fog is a thing that very often 
occurs in the latter part of the year, and especially to our 
good luck we escaped the great fog of London in November, 
as people termed it, by going to Paris. This fog proved 
fatal to many cattle besides maiming many a human limb, 
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and in some instances death even occurred. During this 

terriblo fog it continued to he dark three days and two 
% 

nights, which therefore put a stop to traffic. Our friends 
after our return congratulated us on our escape. 

During the less foggy days I experienced an absence of 
comfort, as it prevented me taking a drive in the evening, and 
when we attempted to return it was a matter of doubt with- 
out a mishap on the way. Owing to the great darkness that 
prevailed then, our carriage moons and tho corporation 
lights were scarcely of any use, except torch lights that wore 
held by a few men on tho road. But by the cleverness of 
our driver we reached our homo safely. Another discom- 
fiture during foggy days is, that a peculiar tinge coats 
the hands and face. This is what Londoners mean by a 
nasty fog, and it is really nasty. 

My impressions of London World. — In the foregoing 
pages I have expressed my opinions briefly on different 

4 

subjects, but I have not dwelt on this to the length it 
deserves. It would occupy too much space to say all that 
I thought of the wonders of London, its immensity, its 
peoples and the usages of its society, but to give my na- 
tive readers some little idea of that really wonderful city, 
I shall make a few statements on the subj ect. 

London is assuredly the most noble and the most mar- 
vellous city in the world, it is so large that the eye will 

% 

become weary in reviewing it. It is the true centre of tho 
world’s prosperity and tho magnet of commerce. To soo 



112 


riCTUEES OF ENGLAND. 


the thousands of ships that are continually coming and 
going laden with the produce of all parts of the earth, 

I 

and the enormous traffic that is continually progressing, 
would astonish greater travellers than even myself. 
London is, without doubt, the emporium of the world. 

There is nothing perhaps under the sun that cannot there 


be obtained with money. 


Many of the merchants are 


styled pritUse merchants on account of their vast wealth 
and influence. London is like an immensd tree which 


beai’S scientific fruits of every description. There are two 


great powers in it ever striving for the mastery, one is 
evil, the other good. In London the very best men and 
the very worst men breathe the same atmosphere. There 
is astounding wealth and wretched poverty ; there is vast 
wisdom and sunken ignorance ; there is the name of all 
that is good and virtuous, and there is also the lowest 
depths of repulsive vice and sin. All men in that city 
seem to be striving and unceasingly labouring after money. 
It is the key that opens all the portals to pleasure and 
advancement ; it is also the agent for the spread of wicked- 


ness. 

In London science, arts, manufactures and civilization 

% 

are created and developed, and it is also in London that 
evil passions run their course to a great extent in defiance 
of the law. I wish some of my countrymen could see this 
city called by some the “ Modern Babylon.” How they 
would open their eyes with astonishment at its beauties and 
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wonders ; they would think they were transformed or had 
transmigrated into another world than this so astonished 
would they become. I cannot find proper words to ex- 


as 


first 


has 


and equal reason to be sorry 


Much that is beautiful, much that is wise, and much that 


is good, is created in London and spread over the whole 
world ; its influence for good cannot be reckoned. 


The people of London, who are called .by people in other 
parts of England “ Cockneys,” are very kind, thoughtful 
and hospitable to strangers, being ever ready and willing 
to undergo any trouble and expense to please visitors to 
their wonderful home. There are many bad men too who 
endeavour to take advantage of strangers, and would 
think nothing of robbing them if they got the chance. 
This is also the case everywhere, I believe. It must be 
said, however, that the good, the true, and the noble are in 
the ascendancy, so that we experienced no harm from any 
evil disposed persons while resident there. Many ladies, 
whom I had the pleasure and honor of visiting, treated me 
in a most kind and friendly manner, and seemed very 
pleased to have my ideas of different things both Indian 
and English. Ladies in England hold a very diJQferent 
position to what they do in India, there they are the equals 

of the men and are their best advisers, while in this coun- 

♦ 

try, I am sorry to say, they are held to be inferior in every 

15 
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respect; and instead of being advisers, are treated by 
many as slaves to the •will and bidding of the male sex. 
When •will 


West 


) do our fair and beautiful 
will yet come I am certain 


God speed it. To see the comfort, forethought, love, 
happiness and consideration exhibited in an English home, 

would, I am sure, cause even •the harshest men of this 

country to be filled with envy and inspired with a desire 

to emulate. The eyes of my countrymen are gradually 

beconoing opened on this subject, and it is to bo hoped 

that the future generation will realise the blessing which 

the pioneers of civilization have wrought for this sunny 
and beautiful land— India. 

It is an absurd idea that many people in this country 
possess, that if they go to England they will lose their 
caste and will be urged by the English to change their 
religion. I can assure them that this is all purely an imagi' 


reality 


although 


their 


anybody, and never also speah upon the subject in private 
life unless requested to do so. Every man and woman in 
England are free to enjoy what religious opinions they 
choose, and the Queen has passed strict laws prohibiting 
any persons from interfering with the religion of another, 


are 


at liberty to use persuasion and argument to 
but force and coercion in any form is punishable. 
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Those of my countrymen who have embraced the religion 
of the English after a long stay amongst them, have done 
so without that due reflection that becomes people pro- 
fessing the deistical form of the oldest religion known. 
The pure religion of the Hindoo is as acceptable in the 
eyes of the great Creator and Preserver as is the Christian, 
and it is only the uncharitable and the bigoted that 
assert to the contrary. It is b ecause people do not tmder- 
stand the Hindoo religion and its grand fundamental 
principles, that they call those who profess it “heathen” 

and “ idolaters,” True, there are many objectionable 

forms and absurd ceremonies in it, but the religion itself 

* 

is per se good in the sight of “ the Eternal, Unchangeable 

One.” But I think I have said enough on this subject, 

which has been the cause of more war, bloodshed, evil, 

hatred and all bad passions than any other ever discussed. 

% 

In fact, I would urge most strongly all of my readers to 
go to London, and if they do not return delighted and 
satisfied with all they see and hear, then it will be be- 
cause they are bom blind and deaf. “ Nothing ventTire, 
nothing have,” says an old English aphorism, and so it is in 

the case of those who have not yet visited that wonderful, 

* 

excellent and ancient city across the “blue water”— 
London. 


CHA.PTER X. 


MANCHESTER AND ITS PEOPLE. 

Ha VINO left London (Euston Station) we proceeded by 
railroad and reached Manchester. The journey took about 
seven hours, and I beheld beautiful rustic scenery all along 

V 

the line. This town is the centre of the cotton trade, the 
greatest manufacturing town in the kingdom, and in popu- 
lation third only to the metropolis. It is situated on the 

# 

edlock, the former of which has 
been rendered navigable from Liverpool. The town lies 

on the left or eastern bank of the Irwell ; the district of 


western 


the 


The central parts of 


nximber 


handsome, and containing elegant houses, others crowded 
with warehouses, factories, and shops. Towards the ex- 
tremities of the town, among the more modern buildings, 
are very handsome and elegant dwelling houses, either 
standing alone, or forming rows, places, parades, &c. 
The Collegiate Church, usually called the Old Church, is a 
fine Gothic structure, richly ornamented in the cathedral 
style. The breadth is 1 20 feet from east to west ; the 
leng^ is 216 feet. St. Mary's Church is in the Doric slyle, 

with a fine spire steeple, 186 feet high, supported by eight 



HAIfCHESTER AN1> ITS PEOPLE. 


117 


Ionic pillars. St. Peter’s Church is also of Doric architec- 
ture, and much resembles a Grecian temple. St. Anne’s is 
a handsome building, erected in 1712, which has under- 
gone alteration. St. Matthew’s and St. George’s, Hulme, two 
parliamentaiy churches, are beautiful specimens of Gothic 

architecture. The dissenting chapels in general are neat and 
elegant. They belong chiefly to Presbyterians, Baptists, 
Methodists, Independents, and Roman Catholics. No town 
is more distinguished by the number of its charitable insti- 
tutions. Chetham’s Hospital, commonly called the College, 
is intended for the maintenance and education of 80 bo^s, 

from the age of 6 to 14. The Infirmary is a handsome set of 
buildings ; it includes a large general hospital, a dispensary, 
and a lunatic hospital and asylum. There is besides a lying- 

in hospital ; the Ladies’ Auxiliary Society, for aiding poor 
women during their confinement in their own houses ; the 
house of recovery, or fever ward ; the Strangers’ Friend 
Society, instituted in 1791 j am hospital for persons afflicted 
with diseases in the eye ; also a lock hospital and peniten- 
tiary ; a poor-house ; besides various other charitable in- 
stitutions and associations for different purposes. Charity 

schools, including a school for the deaf and dumb, are 
numerous ; also Sunday schools. On the day of the coro- 
nation of George the Foxirth, upwards of 25,000 children, 
educated at these schools, walked in procession through 
the streets of the town. There is a royal Lancasterian 

f 

school; and a smaller establishment on the same plan ; also 
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two national schools, on Dr. Bell’s system. Of associations 
for promoting literature and science, the principal is the 

Literary and Philosophical Society, founded in 1781. Se- 

4 

veral volumes of its Transactions have been published, and 
its proceedings had raised it to a degree of eminence high- 
ly honourable to its members. The royal Manchester in- 
stitution, for the encouragement of literature, science, and 
the arts, was lately founded under the most flattering 

auspices. Upwards of £30,000 was subscribed in shares 
of £42 each, and laid out in the erection of the building. 
The portico is an elegant stone building, in the Ionic style 
of architecture, containiog an excellent library, and an 
elegant and spacious news-room. Besides this, there are 
several public libraries ; but the most extensive and by far 

the most valuable is that originally founded by Hiunphrey 

Chetham, the benevolent founder of the college. It con- 

• « 

tains about 25,000 volumes, amongst which axe some rare 
i^nd valuable manuscripts. There are two anatomical 
theatres, to each of which is appended a regular school of 
medicine. The Exchange, for the resort of merdiants and 
tradesmen, is a very fine and spacious building. It is 
built in the Doric style,. In the lower floor is tho news- 
room, a magnificent hall, comprising an area of 4,060 feet, 
and upper rooms, for public dinners, meetings, &o., on a 
COTresponding scalo. The town-hall is an elegant buildings 
from the model of the temple of Erectheus at Athens^ and 

cost upwards of £ 30 , 000 . The principal room is a splendid 
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apartment, 131 feet in length, by 38 in breadth. The thea- 
tre, and the gentlemen’s concert-rooms, though devoid of 
external ornament, are fitted up with great taste and ele- 
gance. The assembly-rooms are also greatly admired for 
their beauty and magnificence. The New Bailey prison is 
a large building, founded in 1787. About the middle of 
the 14th century the woollen manufacture was introduced 
from Flanders, and Manchester soon became celebrated for 
its fabrics of that material. It was not until the middle of 
the last century, that the manufacture of cotton, of which 
Manchester is now the emporium, attained any degree of 

N 

public attention ; and in 1781, the whole quantity of the 
raw matertal imported, did not amount to more than would 
be consumed in a fortnight at the present time. But the 

great improvements which have been made in the art of 

« 

spinning, by the discoveries of Arkwright, Hargreave, and 

4 

others, and the application of steampower, have rendered 
the cotton manufacture the most extensive, and tho most 
important, in the kingdom. Manchester is the centre of 
this trade, which extends around it in aU directions, to 
Furness and Derby on the north and south, and to Leeds 
and Liverpool on the east and west. It is, besides, the 
general depot from which the raw material is distributed 
through all parts of the district, and in which all this 
scattered merchandise is again collected, when..£nished, 
into a centre, to be again expanded over a wider circle ; to 
be sent to Hull, Liverpool, and London, and thence all 
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over the world. Tlie silk manufacture lias of late years 
been -gradually growing into importance, and now employs 
a large capital and a great number of work-people. 
Many of the principal woollen manufactures have 
found it their interest to have establishments in Man- 
chester, for the sale of their commodities. The principal 
articles manufactured here, are velvets, fastians, dimities, 

calicoes, checks, tickings, jeans, shirtings, ginghams, quilt- 
ings, handkerchiefs, nankeens, diapers, muslinets, muslins, 
cambrics, and almost every kind of fancy cotton, and cotton 
and silk goods. The spinning trade is becoming every 
year more extensive, and considerable quantities of yarn 
are annually exported. The weaving is also carried on to 
a great extent ; and the invention of power-looms, or looms 
worked by machinerj', has been recently introduced, and 
they have extended considerably. The erection and keep- 
ing up of this various and complicated machinery, is itself 

a source of very great business in and around Manchester. 
Besides the weaving and spinning, the printing, dyeing, 

and bleaching businesses are carried on here to a very 
great extent. The hat manufacture is also considerable, 
and there are several well-managed sulphuric acid, or oil 
of vitriol works, besides a great number of other manufac- 
tories. By means of canals, Manchester enjoys a commu- 
nication both with the eastern and western seas, being 

situated directly in the lino of navigation which hero 
extends across the island from shore. 1’he rail-roads sub- 
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sequently fomed have opened up an easy and expeditious 
communication witli the commercial towns all around anrl 


with 


Manchester 


some note in the time of the Eomans, by whom a station 


was 


known 


of Castlefield, near the confluence of the Medlock with the 

N 


Irwell. 


Manchester fabrics is found 


Indian market, and from this we can j udge that Manchester 
merchants make double profits, is it wrong then that they 
should be termed merchant princes ? If the 


millowners' 


grievances in India should be redressed, then we would fully 
and confidently hope that Indian mills woxild abundantly 

le spot alone, instead of purchasing 


OUP 


them through foreign 


If 


a hope that India alone ought to seek to provide clothing for 
persons instead of goin^ into other markets, then the un- 
doubted cry will be ‘ give us the means,' and if our rulers 
will give that, Indian naills will realize the wish. 


I will now turn to Manchester as I saw it. At certain 
hours in the day workmen are to be seen moving about 

the town, which is very misty, owing to countless chimneys 
puffing out smoke, and for these causes 
unlike London and its pledsures. During our stay we put up 
in the W aterloo Hotel, where, as usual, our wants were 
attended to and the charges very moderate. Our chief object 
in going to Manchester was to see the working of the mills, 
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and I was greatly surprised to see such numberless spindles 
at work, almost beyond computation. Each factory gives room 
for thousands of people who find their Imng by it. Besides 


spinning and weaving machines that do immense business, 
there are other factories where printing chintz is finished. 


I saw a few factories of this Mnd, where in a moment’s 
fitnA the printing process was done. When, after printing 
is finidied, of course, the pieces are wet, and as such they 


need to be dned, and, in order to dry them there is a warm 


room adjoining the printing place,and shortly after thepieces 
are put in the heated room they become quite dry. All this 
is done within five minutes* time. The manufacturing busi- 
ness is so very extensive that the proprietors have telegra- 
phic communication from the factory, which is a few miles 
off to the head office in the town. At a certain factory we 
were ^ven to understand in detail that a very large outlay 
of money is required to establish a mill, and the idea of the 
prices quoted, certainly supports the statement. Man- 
chester is hi different respects unlike London, being in fact 


a manufacturing town. 




CHAPTEE XI. 


UY DETERMIKAS^ION TO VISIT SNaLANB-^THE T&IP TO PABISi 
SICKNESS ON BOARD THE ETEAHEB, DIEPPE, BPUEN, WANT 
OF COURTESY ON THE PART OF RAILWAY OFFICIALS, ARRI- 
VAL IN PARIS, THE VENDOME COLUMN, PALAIS ROYAL, 
PORTE ST. MARTIN, PANORAMA, DISTURBANCE IN THE 
THEATRE, THE SOPPER SYSTEM OF THE PARISIANS^ THE 
MANNERS OF FRENCHMEN — ^VERSAILLES, ITS HISTORY, 

TRIAL OF MARSHAL BAZAINE^DSSORIPTIOH OF THE 

. * 

PLACE. 

1 nAD great difficulty in resisting tlie foolish ^prejudices 
fancies that were calculated to cause fear in nxe hy my 
relatives, who urged me to cast off the propose of 

England, but 1 ^ve realized my ish Ibj going to Europe 

% 

and seeing European peoples in their native countriea, and 
moved in English Society, and I must'CKmfees that 1 like the 
land for the multifarious advantages within &e reach of 
every one. Before I had hoard anything of England, 1 
detested even tiiie very thought of visiting It ; however a 
change of mind, which I cannot account for, took place' 
which resulted in my visit to that land, which X am most 
happy and proud that I visited, for I like the lovely coun- 
try and the trip extremely well. My admirtUion did not 

rest in seeing that glorious land itself, but a desire 
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liad sprung up in mo to go to a different country besides 

the Dominions of Queen Victoria, braving the privations 

on my way thitlier and not minding the difficulty of making 

myself understood by the foreigners with my crude Eng- 
lish. The place to which I, my husband and others went 

to, was Pai'is, the capital city of France, a city that sus- 
tained great loss by the late war with Prussia. In the 
month of November our party started off to Paris, procur- 
ing through tickets from Messrs. Thomas Cook and Son, 
tourist agents, m routs to Newhaven and Dieppe. By the 

same firm we were asked if we would like to. insure our 

lives in the Ocean Railway and General Assurance Com- 
% 

RANT at a low rate of premium while travelling on the 
Continent. 

The object of this kind of insurance is that, during the 
disability of the insured, caused by an accident while 
travelling on a railway or ocean or a vehicle, or death 
happening, occasioned by an accident, the relatives of the 
insured receives, in the case of the first cause, so much al- 
lowance during illness, and in the second, the whole amount 
insured for, which is paid by the Company. Whatever 
may be the advantages of such assurances, wo yielded not 
in approving that eourse of guarding against risks. 

Our route to Paris.' — At first we left London by rail- 
way from Victoria Station at 8 p, m. and arrived at New- 
haven at about 11 the same day. The journey was not 
pleasing. Soon after we embarked on board a steam boat 
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that was waiting to take in passengers to Paris via Dieppe, 
The moment the boat got imder weigh, dishes were placed 
in various parte of the ladies’ saloon with the impression 
that they would undoubtedly fall sick while crossing the 
channel, which I should say is a second ‘ Bay of Biscay.’ 

I was only watching to know how I would get on, but 
I and two other ladies were lucky in not being so 
bad as the others. This steamboat, though small, yet 

afforded comfort, and the stewardess rendered her services 
to all alike in a very expert manner. About 8 in the 
morning land was sighted, and an hour after we got on 
land which was* Dieppe, a French sea-port town. 

‘ ‘ Dieppe, having a 
situated in a valley formed by two ranges of lofty white 
chalk- cliffs, at the mouth of the Arqu$s, which forms a 
harbour capable of containing vessels of considerable size. 
As a sea-port and commercial town, the vicinity of Havre 
has deprived it of its former importance. The trade of 
Dieppe is now principally confined to its traffic in fish. 
As a watering-place, however, it is in a fl,ouri8hing condi- 
tion , and is annually visited by a large number of English, 
as well as French families.” 

On landing, our baggage had to be examined by the 
French authorities to ascertain if we had carried or packed 
any dutiable articles, and after a long delay we overcame 
that ordeal. These men are certainly lacking in courtesy. 
Immediately after taking our meals, we started off in a train 


population of about 20,187 people, is 
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for Paris, passing through a tunnel about one mile in length 
and the yalley of the Seine, and at last halted at the inter- 
mediate Station (Eouen) to change trains. 

“Eouen is inhabited by about 102,649 people, and is 
important on account of its cotton factories, and has not 
inaptly been temed the Manchester of France, Bouen is 
likewise one of the principal depots of the wines of Bor- 
deaux, \idiich are conveyed thither by small vessels on the 
Seine. As in ancient times, this city and its environs are 
still renowned for their superior breed of horses, as well as 


for the robust physique of the inhabitants, who fumi^ the 
French army with some of its finest troops.” 

Before a bright fire in the railway waiting-room we 
spent a few hours, and again we resumed omr railway 
journey. 

It may be proper here to « state that French Bailway 

4 

of^cers’ courtesy in general is far behind that of their 
brethren in England, at least so I found it. 


Towards evening we arrived at the French Metropolis 
and took our quarters in the 'Londres et New York 
Hotel,’ recommended by the tourist agents, Messrs. Cook 
and Son of London. 


The city of Paris excelled in my opinion that of 
London in grandeur’, with its broad streets, splendid 
buildings, lunbrageous avenues on either sides of the road 
for the convenience of pedestrians, attractive shop windows 
and restaurants. Even now, Paris is the common centro 
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to pleasure-loving people, though the beauty of this city 
has been spoilt in many ways by the late war and by tho 
wild destruction sought after by the Communists, as I was 
informed. 

The Venddme Column, with other public buildings and 
parks that fell a prey to the Commimists, were rapidly being 
built at the time we went, and perhaps every building 

4 

and every monument will have made its appearance ere 
now. Every Parisian or a visitor, during our stay, was 
eagerly talking with one another about the trial of Marshal 
Bazaine and that of the Communists at Versailles, and 
these were alone the important subjects then in Paris. 
The greatest change in tho French Government that 
occurred after the war, was the Presidentship of M. Thiers. 
For the first time wo took a drive through that long street 
Boulevards, which extends over three miles and looks very 
grand, with stylish buildings^ shop windows, and is also 
divided by omnibus station houses. The working system 
of these public conveyances is very different from that of 
London Companies, and a pedestrian ought to make out 
the place of destination of a ‘ bus’ in day time by the 
color or letters of the alphabet, and at night time by" tho 
color of the lights. 

Among the many places of interest we saw, I shall 

only mention the 

Palais Eoyal. — A knowledge of French History will bo 
able to furnish the full particulars of this building to the 
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readers, and it is my wish to state the few facts that 
occurred in the year 1871, and the utility of this building* 

It appears that in the calamitous year of 1871 the Com- 
munists did great havoc in burning several portions 
of this fine building and plundering the shops on the 
ground floor. For the occupancy of the shops an enor- 
mous rent is levied by the present owner or owners. In 
the Palais Royal there is a splendid arcade paved with 
slabs of marble about 300 feet in length and 40 feet in 
width. Neither London nor any other European city can 
boast of such an arcade. It afforded us pleasure by the 
bare walk at nights under this arcade, and the ruinous 
portions of this edifice have been alread 3 ’’ put in order. 

Champs Elysees. — To this pleasure ground several rich 
folks and the lower classes of people resort in great 
number, either to enjoy a walk under the shady trees or to 
admire the puppet show, juggling, show booths, &c., 
and many people spend their time till a late hour in the 
evening. This place does not fail to afford pleasure to 
visitors especially. 

Porte St. Martin. — This square triumphal arch was 
erected by the nation in honor of Louis’s victory in the 

year 1670. The Communists close to this perpetrated a 
most brutal murder. The Porto St. Martin also bears 
the bullet marks up to the present moment. 

Les Grands Boulevarts, — The right bank of the Seine 
displays a richness of architecture and an array of attractive 
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sliop-wiudoTvs, wliicli are surpassed in no other city in the 
world. With the bright and cheerful animation and 
admirable arrangement of these Boulevarts no line of 
streets in the English, or indeed any other metropolis, can 
viflk This building, which formed the extremity of the 
ancient fortifications, and commanded the Seine and the 
populous suburb of St. Antoine, was spared in 1670, when 
the Boulevarts were levelled and was subsequently employ- 
ed as a state-prison. On the 14th of July, 1789, it was 
captured and destroyed by the revolutionists ; the stones 
were then chiefly employed in the construction of the Pont 
de la Concorde. In May 1871, this was one of the last 
strongholds of the Communists, by whom every issue of the 
Place had been formidably barricaded, but it was captured 
after a desperate struggle by the Versailles troops on the 
2oth. The Station de Vincennes was seriously injured on 
this occasion, and several of the neighbouring houses were 
entirely destroyed. 

The Boulevart Richard Lenior, constructed above the 
covered Canal St. Martin, whieh Is connected with the 
Bassin du Canal St. Martin on the south side of the Place, 
and thus with the Seine also, was once destined by Napoleon 
T. to be the site of a colossal elephant fountain, 76 ft. in 
height, to be erected in commemoration of the revolution. 

After the revolution of 1830, however, the plan was 
abandoned ; the spot was employed as a burial-place for 
the ‘ J uly champions,’ and the present Colonne de Juillet 

17 
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erected over their remains. The monument, which is of 
iron, 164 ft. in height, is surmounted by a figure emble- 
matical of Liberty, bearing a torch in one hand and a 
broken chain in the other. It was pierced by a number of 
bullet holes, and the pedestal much damaged in the abo^e- 
mentioned conflict between the government troops and the 
insurgents. In February 1848, the ‘February champions 
were here interred beside their comrades of 1830, and in 
May 1871 the vaults were again opened for the reception 
of a number of the victims of the Communist reign of 
terror. These vaults and boats on the canal beneath were 


ghbourhood 


ombustibles by the Com 
up the column and converting 
into a heap of ruins. The 
combustibles were set on fire by them after their defeat, 
but the powder had already been removed and employed 
in the defence of the Place de la BastiUe, and the fire 
therefore occasioned no serious damage. The summit of 
the monument commands a fine view, especially of the 
cemetery of P^re la Chaise ; the ascent is, however, less 

recommended than that of the Tour St. Jac<jues, and should 
not bo attempted by persons inclined to dizziness, on 

account of the swaying motion which is sometimes felt, 
especially in windy weather. 

The strongest barricade of the insurgents in June 1848, 
which could not be captured without the aid of heavy 
artillery, was in the neighbouring Hue du Faubourg St. 
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Antoine diverging to the right. On the 25th of J\ine, the 
third day of the contest, Archbishop Affre was killed here 
by an insurgent’s ball, whilst exhorting the people to 
peace. 

Before commencing his walk along the animated Boule- 
varts, the stranger'may, by way of contrast, visit the Place 
des Vosges (formerly Place Royale) to reach which turns 
into the Rue St. Antoine, and takes the third street (Rue 
de Birague). Passing under an arch, he enters a large 
square planted with limes and chestnuts, two sides of which 
are adorned with fountains. In the centre stands the eques- 
trian marble Statue of Louis Xm., executed by Dupaty 
and Cortot, and erected in 1829 to replace the statue of 
the same king erected by Richelieu in 1G39, which had been 

I 

destroyed in 1792. 

The square itself occupies the site of the court of the 
former Palais des Toumells, where in 1565 a tournament, 
which cost Henry H. his life, took place. Catherine de 
Medicis caused the palace to be taken down, and the 
houses (not completed till the reign of Henry IV.), which 
now occupy its site, to be erected. They are built uni- 
formly of red brick, with lofty i»ofs, and have a series 
of arcades in front. Richelieu once occupied No, 21, Victor 
Hugo No. 9 at the south-east comer, and Mademoiselle 
Rachel thq house opposite untQ her death inM 858. The 
present inhabitants of this gloomy, old-fashioned square, 
as well as of the adjoining streets (Quartier^ du Marais) 
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are chiefly retired officers and persons of limited income. 
Por a short time after the revolution of 1 7 92, and again in 

1848, the square was named Place des Vosges, in honour 
of the depai-tment of that name, which had been the fii*st to 
sehd contributions in support of the popular cause, and 
that appellation was again revived in 1870. 

To the north-west of this, if the Rue des Francs Bour- 
geois be followed, the Imprimerie Nationale, the extensive 
and interesting printing establishment of the government, 

is reached. 


Returning to the Place de la Bastille and entering the 
Boulevarts, the stranger first traverses the Boulevart Beau- 
marchais. The south side consists of handsome and tastefully 
built houses, completed since 1848, the north side princi- 
pally of small shops. This Boulevart and that of the Filles 
du Calvaire, are chiefly frequented by the denizens of the 
Faubourg St. Antoine with their blue or white blouses and 
printed cotton jackets. In the fine weather the decayed 
gentleman and retired officer of the Quartier du Marais, 
recog^sable by the old-fashioned appearance of their 
costume, occasionally emerge to sim themselves. No. 25 
is the Theatre Beaumarchais, the great resort of the inhabi- 
tants of the neighbouring Faubourg. To the right, farther 

4 

on, is the Cirque d’Hive, the entrance to which is adorn/ 
ed with two equestrian figures. 

The Boulevart du Temple is sometimes termed the Bou- 
levart du Crime, owing, it is said, to the number of melo- 
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dramatic and other theatres which were formerly crowded 
together on the north side, that last of which, however, 
have recently been demolished to make way for the new 
Boulevart Voltaire (formerly du Prince Eugene). 

To the above appellation the crime of Fieschi may pos- 
sibly have in some degree contributed. No. 42 occupies 
the site of the house, whence on July 28th, 1835, he dis- 
charged his infernal machine at Louis Philippe, which 

occasioned the death of Marshal Mortier and several 
others. 

Exactly opposite, on the south side, is situated the Jardiu 
Turc, and near it the restaurant Bonvalet, both frequented 
by the respectable denizens of the Quartier du Marais. 
The Cadran Blue, exactly opposite the Eestaurant Bonvalet, 
was formerly one of the most celebrated restaurant in 
Paris. On the same side toy and fancy shops predominate. 

The traveller now reaches th e Place du Chateau d’Eau (so 
called fr'om the unfinished fountain in the centre), on the 
right side of which two extensive buildings are situated. 
The first of these, with hops on the ground floor, belongs 
to the Credit Foncier, and contains a permanent industrial 
exhibition. The second is the large Caserne d’lufanterie 
(formerly du Prince Eugene), capable of accommodating 
8,000 men, and is connected with Vincennes and its military 
establishments by the Boulevart Voltaire (originally Boule- 
vart du Prince Eugene), inaugurated Dec. 7th, 1862, by 
Napoleon III. The Place du Chateau d’Eau was the scene 
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of a fearful struggle on May 24th, 1871. The insurgents 
occupied a strong position here, protected hy barricades at 
every outlet. These were taken, one by one, by the Ver- 
sailles troops, and the insurgents were driven back to the 
Place de la BastiUe, the Buttes Chaumont, and Pere la 
Chaise. A number of houses in this neighboui’hood were 
entirely burned down (e. g., the Theatre des Delassements 
Comiques in the Boulevart de Voltaire), and many more 
were seriously injured. The Caserne, which was occupied 
by the insurgents, was completely riddled with balls and 
shells. The Boulevart Voltaire runs in a south-east direc- 
tion from the Boulevart du Temple to the Place du Trone, 
intersecting the Place V oltaire (formerly du Prince Eugene), 

where in 1865 a bronze Statue of Eugene Beauharnais was 

erected. It stands on a pedestal of green granite, bearing 

the inscription : ‘ Au Prince Eug5ne Napol6on’ ; the sides 

are adorned with representations of the prince’s greatest 

battles, and at the back is recorded the passage from his 

letter to the Emperor Alexander in 1814, in which he 

rejects that monarch’s overture and declares his determi- 
, • 

nation to remain faithful to N j 'pon. (In the vicinity, 
in front of the Prison de la Eoquotte, is the Parisian place 
of execution). Farther on, the Boulevart traverses the most 
populous portion of the quarter, inhabited by ai-tizans. A 
triiunphal arch, in commemoration of the Eussian and 
Italian campaigns, which it was proposed to erect in front 
of the columns of the Place du Trone, and of which a model 
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in wood was temporarily constructed, will probably never 
bo executed. 

The new Boulevart de Magenta diverges to the north, 
and the Boulevart St. Martin commences at the Chateau 
d’Eau. A flower-market is held here on Mondays and 

Thursdays. The Boulevart lies on a slight eminence, 
which in the middle, between the houses, was levelled in 
1845 for the convenience of carriages. Here are situated 
the Theatre des Folios Dramatiques, the Th6S,tre de 
I’Ambigu Comique, and the Th4S,tre de la Porte St. Martin 
(the last burned by the Commimists, May 25th, 1871). 

Panorama. — ^This panoramic view illustrating most 
vividly the erection of bulwarks to resist the Prussians 
entering the gates of Paris and the scene of devastation 
by the Communists and other illustrations, was a striking 
curiosity to me as well as to all visitors. The bare view 
of this most exact representation of the scene in thatxmlucky 
year, led me to think that I was an eyewitness to the 
terrible scenes. Such exact illustration is imputed to the 
skill of the artist, and the proprietors charge a franc only 
for admission. 

% 

During our stay in Paris once we went to a theatre in 
order to judge whether a French play excelled English 

plays or not, and to my utter astonishment I expierienced 
that chaos and confusion alone prevailed, which could not 
be suppressed by the frequent solicita^ons of the stage 

managers. Though we did not know the French language 
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to understand the play, yet the orderly behaviour of the 
lower order might have been something to us by way of 
compensation. Owing to the absence of order we wero 
constrained to quit the play-house sacrificing our fares, 
and thenceforward, I never cherished the idea of going 
to a French theatre while we were in France. 

Frenchmen in general, and perhaps visitors too, tako 
delight in enjoying supper on small tables, commodiously 
placed ULder the shady avenues and along public roads, 
by the proprietors of restaurants. 


This system of eating is vci-y strange, and during the 
autumnal months, Paris puts on a new appearance, it is 
said, in every respect, and such tables are sprinkled all 
over the public streets and give a splendid spectacle to those 
who have not experienced Parisian life before. Such 
pleasures are not only observed in week days, but also on 
Sabbath day which is not the case in England. 

On a certain Sunday while we were at Paris we went to 


holy 


after 


to a close, we took, a walk to the adjoining rooms and 
were startled to see offerings made by women in the shape 
of wax candles and bouquets and other such trinkets. 

This looked heathenish to us, and when I liad questioned 
the peculiarity, I learnt that this Church was a Homan 
Catholic one, and as such, the observances vary much from 
those of W estminstor Abbey. 
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Tlio pocxiliav cliavactoristic among Fronclimon, -whicli I 
noticed while at table or talking is, that they often mako 

peculiar gestures and never behave like Englishmen, 
perhaps this is their nature. Again, Frenchmen in gene- 
ral are not so kind and courteous as Englishmen in England 
are, and if I am not mistaken in the conclusion which I 
was able to draw after weeks’ exporionco I only bog to be 
excused. 

Paris is a very beautiful and wholesome city, being entire- 
ly free from London smokos, and tho cost of living there is 
comparatively cheaper than in England. It is my impres- 
sion that a visitor will really enjoy tho pleasures of Paris 
only when ho understands the language, not otherwise. 

Versailles. — T^o left Paius by the Railway, and passing 
through a few tunnels arrived at Versailles, a town ton miles 
south-west of it, and a town that was very important during 

the late war. 

The long edifice to the station of Courbevoie is a barrack 
erected by Louis XV. for his Swiss Guard ; under Napoleon 
I. it was occupied by the Imperial Guards. The line tra- 
verses elevated ground, and affords an extensive prospect 
of Paris, the Bois do Boulogne, and the valley of tho Seine. 

Mont Velerien, tho base of which is skirted by the rail- 
way near tho station of Suresnes, rises 600 feet above tho 
Seine, and commands a magnificent view. It cannot be 
visited without tho permission of the commandant. Tho 

summit Avas formerly occupied by Le Calvaire', a mouasterv 

18 
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erected in tlie reign of Louis XIIL, and a popular resort 
of the pious. Napoleon I. caused the building to be de- 
molished, and an establishment for the education of daugh- 
ters of members of the Legion of Honour to be erected on 
the site. The train next stops at the station of St, Cloud, 

then passes through a short tunnel, and skirts the deer- 
park*bf the chateau. On the way to the station, in the 
Eue de Sevres, adjoining the Hopital des Incurables 
(Femmes,) the traveller will observe a fountain ornamented 
with a fine figure of an Egyptian woman pouring water 
out of two vessels. At Meudon are the ruins of an imperial 
chateau, whore the Empress Marie Louise resided with the 
king of Rome during the Russian campaign in 1812. It 
was afterwards a summer residence of*Prince Napoleon, 
but was set on fire by a shell and reduced to a heap of 
ruins during the Prussian bombardment of Paris in 1871. 

Versailles is indebted to Louis XIV. for its foundation. 
That monarch, like his predecessors, had, during the first 

years of his reign, made St. Germain his summer residence, 
but, it is said, conceived a dislike to it from the fact of the 

tower of St. Denis, the royal burying place, being visible 
from the palace, The palace and park of Versailles, 
termed by Voltaire ‘ Vahime des dejmises' are said to have 
cost the enormous sum of 400 million francs (16 millions 
sterling). 

After driving about the town, wo wont to the Historical 
Museum, ‘ Museo Historique’, whore a collection of mo- 
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deni pictures and sculptures are placed. It took us some 
hours to go round the various apartments, and every work 
this gaUeiy abounds in is most admirable. 

Our guide informed us that the King of Prussia chos6 
this as his head-quarters in the year 1871, and a great 
portion of this edifice was converted into an hospital to 
treat their soldiers, but how laudable is it to hear that the 
King of Prussia cared so much for fine arts as to order his 

bloodthirsty soldiers not to demolish the sculptures nor to 

disfigure the best paintings of able men. This singularity 
in the Prussian King, especially at that stage of affairs, 

shows what regard one pays even at critical hours for 

the fine arts. 

* 

Trial of Marshal Bazaine. — Adjoining the building 
in which this soldier was tried, crowds of people were seen 

moving up and down in an uneasy state of mind to hear 
the day’s proceedings, and we, with great difficulty, got 
into the compound and not further as wo had no pass. 
However, wo got a glimpse of that soldier and left the 
place quite contented. At that time too the Communists 
wore being tried and those that were found guilty were shot 
in batches. After we left Paris, it engrossed my attention 
to watch how Bazaine would be dealt with. A few weeks 
after it was publicly known that he was to be transported for 
life to an island. A'fow months after he was reconciled to 
the new life, a change of star in his life occuiTed, which 
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ended in his escape by the combined efforts of his faith- 
ful wife and a near relation. 

This escape startled the French Republic and tho peo- 
ple on the globe, and perhaps might have been a matter 
of joy to the Prussians. 

The Gardens and l*ark, with their numerous fountains 
and celebrated Orangerie, some of tho trees in which are 
several centuries old, are nearly in the same condition as 
when first laid out by Le Notre (^. 1700), the most eminent 
landscape gardener of his time. Tho gai-den contains a 
vast number of groups, statues and vases, some of which 
are copies from celebrated antiques, others originals of the 
17th century. 

Some of the finest groups adorn the Parteires du Midi et 
du Nord ; by the steps which descend to the garden are 
two large basins, the Fontaine de Diane, and the Fontaine 
du Point du Jour, both adorned with fine groups of animals. 
At the foot of the stops is situated the Bassin do Latono, 
consisting of several concentric basins, surmounted by a 
magnificent group in white marble of Latona with Apollo 
and Diana. The goddess entreats Jupiter to chastise tho 

4 

peasants of Lycia who refused her a draught of water ; 
they are accordingly metamorphosed, some partially, others 
entirely, into frogs or tortoises, which spout forth water on 

Latona in every direction. At tho extremity of the Tapis 
Vert, along, narrow lawn, is situated the Bassin d’ Apollon, 
a magnificent fountain, environed 'a ith tritons, nymphs, 
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and dolphins. Iq j-Jjq centre Neptune and Amj^hitrite are 
represented seated in an cnoi*mous shell, on the east side 
Proteus, and on the west the Ocean. The upper border is 
adorned with a number of vases ornamented with reliefs. 
The Grand Trianon, a handsome villa situated about three 
quarter mile from the terrace of the palace, was erected by 
Louis XIV. for Madame do Maintenon. It contains several 
sumptuous apartments, and some fine modern works of aid:. 
The Sadie do Malachite derives its name from the magni- 
ficent basin, presented by the Emperor of Russia to Napo- 
leon I. The Petit Trianon, a short distance to the N. E., 
was erected by Louis XV. for Madame Dubrany. It is 
tastefully fitted up, but contains nothing remarkable. The 
garden, however, is worthy of a visit. It possesses somo 
magnificent trees, and an artificial lake, once a favourite 

resort of Marie Antoinette and the Duchess of Orleans. 

% 

The villa was also occasionally occupied by the Empress 
Marie Louise. 


CHAPTER XII. 


MY FIRST ATTEMPT TO GO TO ENGLAND AND WHAT FRUSTRATED 
MY GOIXO— HOMEWARD JOURNEY— PORTSMOUTH— CURIST- 
MAS — ON BOARD THE P. AND 0. STEAMER ^ HINDOOSTAN’ 
— LANDING AT BOMBAY AND SAFE ARRIVAL AT MADRAS. 

With the view of visiting England I accompanied my 

^ ^ 

husband to Bombay in the year 1871, (leaving Madras by 
the railway*) We registered our names as passengers for 
the P. and 0. Steamer Malta, and three days prior to 
our departure we were advised by tbo members of our 
family and friends not to proceed then, owing to several 
native gentlemen proceeding the same year to England 
without their families. This suggestion being good, we at 
once abandoned the idea, though letters of introduction 
addressed to Miss Mary Carpenter at Bristol, bad been 
given to us by the accomplished daughters of Dr. Atmaram 
Pandoorung of Bombay, That lady was sadly disappoint- 
ed to learn the change by the mail that followed. 

As the idea was given up, we made the best of the op- 
portunity, and were fortunate enough to witness the land- 
ing of Lord Northbrook as Governor-General of India, 
an^ the unveiling of the Queen’s Statue by him. I went 
to this ceremony in company with tho daughters of Dr. 
Atmaram, and after a long speech, the veil was removed 

by the Governor -Genera I and tho ceremony then ended. 
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The scono was very imposing, and the concourse of people 
assembled was very great. 

The other advantage by having been to Bombay, was 
the visiting of the spinning and weaving native mills and 
other public places of interest. Bombay, in several respects, 
supersedes Madras and appears very much like an English 
town. 

Our Homeward Journey from England. — When the 

eagerly expected for Christmas by the Eui-opeans was draw- 
ing nigh, we prepared to bid adieu to England to go to 
India, which was on tho 2oth December 1873, and booked 

our names as passengers by the P, and 0. Steamer Hin- 
(loostan. 

We took leave of the European ladies and gentlemen 
who were known to us in London, and left the Waterloo 
Station by the iron road to Southampton, On the road to 
this place we passed through Portsmouth in Hampshire, a 
place which we visited some time before, on the coast 
of tho English Channel, and the principal station of tho 
British navy. It is situated ab the mouth of Ports- 
mouth harbour, and consists of the old town of Portsmouth, 
included within its fortified walls, and the new town of 
Portsoa, which was only begun more than a century ago, and 
has already outgrown the mother town itself. Portsmouth 
is tho scat of the civil and military establishments, and the 
residence of tho port-admiral ; and Portsea contains the 
vast establishments of the dockyards and gun warf. Ports- 
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mouth harbour excels every other in Great Britain, in ex- 
tent, depth, and sccui’ity. Everywhere tho anchorage is 

good, the depth sufficient for ships of any size, and it cau 
contain almost the whole navy of England. It is complete- 
ly defended by the number and strength of its batteries. 
Tho fortifications of the town were begun by Edward IV., 
and tho works are so elevated as to command tho whole of 
the adjacent country. They are considered impregnable ; 
and in case of a siege, it is said that a garrison of 1 3, 500 
men would be required to man the works and the forts. 


The dock-yard is by far the largest in the kingdom. The 
sea-wharf wall of the dock -yard extends 3,500 feet along 
the harbour, and the mean breadth is about 2,000 feet, 
the whole including an area of 100 acres. The principal 

buildings connected with the arsenal are— -the porter’s house, 
the mast-houses, the* modern guard-house, the pay-office, 
tho royal naval collego which consists of a centre and 
two wings, the school of naval architecture, the residences 


of the principal officers of the yard, the immense ranges 
of storehouses, manufactories, &c. The gun-wharf is an 
immense arsenal, consisting of various ranges of building, 
for the reception of naval and military stores, artUlery, &c. 
The small armoury is a spacious building, capable of con- 
taining 25,000 stand of aims. In the Portsmouth division 
of tho town, the principal public buildings, connected with 
naval affairs, are — the victualling-office, tho Government- 
house, the houses of the lieutenant-governor and port- 
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admiral, and the marine and military barracks. The 
church of Portsmouth is a spacious structure, and the 
tower forms a good mark to seamen. Portsea parish 
church is two miles from the town ; but its place is supplied 
by several handsome chapels. Besides these churches, 
there are many meeting-houses in the town and neighbour- 
hood for dissenters. The town-hall of Portsmouth is a 
largo building. A prison has been recently erected. There 
are various charitable institutions. Portsmouth sends two 
members to parliament. 

Wo put up in the Southampton Hotel for the day on 
which we arrived from London, and wont on board the 

steamer on Christmas day with my heart full of past 

# 

London associations, thinking of them with regret that I 
would never be fortunate to enjoy them again. Such 
subjects only engaged my mind then and not the anxiety 
of homeward j oumey, though that flashed into my head 

only when after we reached Gibraltar. 

The weather was very rough till wo reached Alexandria, 
especially while crossing the Bay of Biscay, though I fared 
pretty well. On reaching Gibraltar wo wont on shore and 

visited the hilly town to which wo had not been before. 

After six hours’ stay the steamer got under weigh and 

steamed towards Malta and Alexandria, where wo drove 

about sight seeing for some time, though the weather was 

% 

unfavorable . 

On entering the Suez Canal the weather became favor- 
able, Two or more theatrical performances were giYcn by 
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the stewards for the amusement of the passengers. This 
is the only strange kind of amusement I had not observed 
before ; the whole ship put on a gay appearance on New 


every 


observance on board the steamer on the 


our 


ry. Such was the 
first day of January 
occimed of a sailor, which appeared to me now an v 

occurrence, so that either reports of death or the fire 


alarmed 


accustomed to the 


sea life as a person of ten years’ seafaring life would bo. 
We passed all the sea stations and arrived at last at Bom- 
bay in the latter end of J anuary. 

In the manner I stated, while landing at Southampton 
we looked after our baggage and came on the deck when 
we were oveijoyed to see my husband’s brother (Mr, P. 
Vencatachella Ohetty), I never, while on my way out to 
Pngland, thought that I would bo fortunate to see their 

faces again, and my joy was inexpressible at our safe arri- 
val and the blessing of Providence. We never lost a minute 
to disembark and place our feet once more on Indian soil. 
Then we hurried to proceed by the railway to 


adras 


our 


February. Once more tears of joy flowed from the eyes of 
those of my family members who wore disheartened at the 
idea of going to England ; and how their faces beamed 
with joy at the our safe and happy return. Such being the 

disposition of the Creator. 

I felt thankful to Providence for having conducted 
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me safely tlirougU my long journey, and also for having 
rendered it so agreeable and instructive to me, and 
this knowledge gave me an inward courage to go again on 
a visit to the beautiful countries of the West, should I 
ever have the opportunity, and to note the groat progress 
they have made in all the arts and sciences and manu- 
factures. 

I must confess that I am much pleased with every 

thing I saw and hoard, and, as I have already stated, I 
would strongly advise all my fellow countrywomen who 
possess the means and courage to pay England a visit, as 
they will never regret the money expended. They will be 
sure to receive a hearty welcome from the people of 
England and will return to their native land with new and 
liberal ideas of the power, wealth, and knowledge of our 
rulers. Before I went to England, I laboured under many 
absurd impressions concerning the British people, and was 
wont to construe many of their acts in an uncharitable 
manner, but now I have been and seen for myself and 
mixed up with them in their social and political circles, I 
have changed my motives, as I think everybody will do 
who goes and sees for himself. I believe that though 
many wrong and unwise things had been done by the 
British representatives in this country, that they have 
been done with no ill-will at heart, but through ignorance 
of the real wants and wishes of the people, and through 
carelessness ; certainly not with any evil or malicious in- 
tention. The mistake is that English people dp not look 



118 


PICTURES OF ENGLAND. 


upon India as their home, but only as a land of sojourn, and 
the consequence is, that they perform their duties often in 
a perfunctory manner, (that is the proper expression I 
believe). If they would look upon India as their own 
home, as a distant paxt of England, the beautiful land 
that gave them birth, and would take a greater and more 
earnest interest in the welfare of the people of this empire, 
as though they were working for their own kinsmen in 
England, the many egregious mistakes that are made 
would not happen. 


1 a] 


skilled 


4 

tical administration, but these are the thoughts that pass 
through my mind, and they do not spring from unchari> 
tablenesa, but from an innate desire to see this wonderful 
land of my birth drawn together in closer bonds of unity 
and friendship with the people of England, whom I hope, 
from the bottom of my heart, that God, whom we all serve, 
may evermore bless. 

My friends and relatives were very impatient to hear the 
whole accoimt of my journey in a summary way, and the 
description of what I had seen only aroused their curiosity 
and admiration more and more, and it was only natural 
that they should be anxious. Thus I have given an im- 
perfect account of my travel, and should there be any 

shortcomings 1 beg once more my readers will overlook 
the: 


FINIS, 



ADDENDA. 


The Eoyal Family op EyoLAxo. 

Her Majesty Alexandrina Victoria, Queen of the United King« 
dom of Groat Britain and Ireland, &c., Queen, Empress of India, 
Defender of the Faith ; horn at Kensington Palace, May 24, 1819 ; 
succeeded to the throne June 20, 1837, on the death of her uncle King 
William IV. ; crowned 3 28, 1838 ; married Feb. 10, 1840, to His 
Royal Highness Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha (deceased), 
born August 26, 1819, k. t., o, c, b., ■who died on the 14th December 
1861. Her Majesty is the only child of his lato Eoyal Highness 
Edward Duke of Kent, son of King George III. The children of 
Her Maj esty are : — 

I. Her Eoyal Highness Victoria Adelaide Mary Louisa, Pjuncess 
Eoyal oy England and PurssiA, born Nov. 21, 1840 ; married to 
his Royal Highness the Crown Prince Frederick William of Prussia, 
Jan. 25, 1858, and has four sons and three daughters, the eldest being— 

Frederick William Victor Albert, b. Jan. 27, 1859. 

II. His Eoyal Highness Albert Edward, Pkince op Walks, k, o., 
&c., bom Nov. 9, 1841; married, March 10, 1863, Alexandra of Denmark 
(Princess of Wales), bom Doc. 1, 1844, and has issue— 

1. Prince Albert Victor, b. Jan. 8, 1864. 

2. George Frederick Ernest Albert, b. June 3, 1865. 

3. Louisa Victoria Alexandra Dagmar, b. Feb. 20, 1867. 

4. Victoria Alexandra Dagmar, b, July 6, 1868. 

6. Maud Charlotte Mary Victoria, b. Nov. 26, 1869. 

6. Alexander John Charles Albert, b. April 6, 1871, d. a few hours 
after birth, 

III. Her Royal Highness Alice Maud Mary, bom April 25, 1843 5 
married to His Royal Highness Prince Frederick Louis of Hesse 
Darmstadt, July 1, 1862, and has issue two sons and four daughters, 
the eldest being— 

Victoria Alberta Elizabeth Matilda Mary, b. April 5, 1863. 

IV. His Royal Highness Alfred Ernest Albert, Du kb op Edin- 

BUKGii, K. G,, &c., born Aug. 6, 1844 ; married January 23, 1874, 

Grand Duchess Marie Aloxandronna of Russia, has a son and a 
daughter. 
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V. Her Royal Ilighness Helena Augusta Victoria, lorn May 25, 
1846 ; married to His Royal Highness Prince Frederick Christian 
Charles Augustus of Schleswig Holstein Sonderburg Augustenburg, 
July 6, 1866, and has two sons and two daughters, the eldest 

being— 

Christian Victor Albert Ludwig Ernest Anton, A April 14, 1867. 

VI. Her Royal Highness Louisa Carolina Alberta, horn March 

18, 1848 ; married to the Marquis of Lorne, k. g., m. p., March 2lt 

1871. 

VII. His Royal Highness Arthur William Patrick Albert, k, g., 
&c., horn May 1, 1850. 

'VIII. His Royal Highness Leopold George Duncan Albert, horn 
April 7, 1853. 

IX. Her Royal Highness Beatrice Mary Victoria Feodore, horn 
AprU 14, 1857. 

Augusta Wilhelmina Louisa, Duchess op Cambeidge, daughter 
of the Landgrave of Hesse, and aunt to Her Majesty, horn July 25, 
1795 ; married in 1818, the late Duke of Cambridge. Her children 
are : — 

George Frederick William Charles, k, g., Duke of Cambeidge, 
cousin to Her Majesty, horn March 26, 1819. 

Augusta Caroline Charlotte Elizabeth Mary Sophia Louisa, daughter 
of the late Duke of Cambridge and cousin to Her Majesty, horn July 

19, 1822; married June 28, 1843, to Frederick, Grand Duke of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz, and has a son, 

% 

XIV. Mary Adelaide Wilhelmina Elizabeth, cousin to Her Majes- 
ty, horn Nov. 27, 1833 ; married the Duke of Teck, June 1866, has 
issue a son and daughter. 

George Frederick Alexander Charles Ernest Augustus, k. g., Duke 
or Cumberland, and cousin to Her Majesty, May 27,1819, 
married Princess Frederica of Mecklenburg Strelitz, and has a son 
and two daughters. 
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